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Notes from the Riverbank 

The newsletter for St Thomas of Canterbury Church in Goring,  

St Mary’s Church in Streatley and St Andrew’s Church in South Stoke 

 

April 2018 – 47th edition 
● All enquiries 01491 875651 or stthomasmaryandrew@gmail.com 

 

Price per printed copy  

● Welcome to the forty-seventh edition of “Notes from the Riverbank.”  

All contributions should be sent to Toria, the editor, by the 17th of each month at the usual email 

address webcontent.thomandmary@gmail.com.  The on-line versions of the calendars are maintained 

by Glenn Cooke using the same email address.  Bookings for the church or Canterbury Room should be 

made by contacting Jenny Hall at jandjh2@btinternet.com.  We aim to produce the on-line and printed 

versions of each issue by the 25th of each month. 

 

 

A prayer for our Interregnum  

 

  Heavenly Father, 

  During this vacancy, guard and grow our Benefice as we serve you together 

  during this period without a Vicar.  

 

  Lord Jesus, 

  We know that you have plans for us and that these plans are good.  We ask 

  now that you will help us to share responsibility, grow in faith, love one 

  another, care for those in need, reach out to others, and welcome    

  newcomers.  

 

  Holy Spirit, 

  Please guide those who are seeking the right person for us, and those who 

  are seeking the right place for their ministry, that together we may discover 

  your way for the future and see your kingdom grow. 

 

  Through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

 

  Amen 
 

 

Steve Johnson, Curate, Benefice of Goring, Streatley with South Stoke 
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 Prayer Space at Goring Primary School 
At the end of February, with the help of the charity BeSpace, a prayer space was set 

up at Goring Primary School.  The space occupied a whole classroom, and over the 

course of four days all the children in the school visited the space in small groups.  

With the help of comments the children have written, I'll try and describe it to you… 
 

● It was not the usual classroom. It had been transformed into a lovely, warm and 
comforting room called prayer space.  ● I liked the way it was all set up with furry cushions 
and it was in little tents.  ● It did give me the butterflies when I came in, but it was the nice 
thing butterflies not the bad thing butterflies.  ● It was very comforting and peaceful and 
gentle. 
 

   
 

The space was split into four areas and the children were gently guided round the 
various activities by teams of volunteers − a big thank you to all of them. 
 

● We sat around a table and we each got a blob of playdough and we had to make 
something out of it that we were thankful for.  I made a world first, and then I made a 
mountain.  After that I made a tree.  ● You had to write sorry in the sand and then think of 
what you've done wrong and then brush it all away quickly and start a new and fresh life 
again.  ● You have a bubble machine and you stick prayers on it.  ● It felt like the bubbles 
were pushing the prayers up to God.  ● The map activity was when we had to write on a 
post-it note what we wanted to change in the world. 
 

The children all appreciated being in a gentle, calm place and learning that we can 

pray and talk to God anywhere, at any time and in lots of different ways.  Their final 

comments were: 

● We didn't want to leave because everybody loved it.  ● I think I would like it to be every 
day of school. 

Wendy Middleton 
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The Face 

 

It is remarkable that nothing is said in the Gospels about Jesus' 
appearance or tone of voice.  It is a fact of course that he was 

born and raised in a part of the world where three continents 

find a meeting place, Europe, Asia and Africa.  And to those of 

us who profess a Christian faith that should make colour and 

ethnicity a matter of sublime indifference.  As a son of man he 

embodies all the materials that make us human; the molecules 

and atoms that make us all what we are, without prejudice to 

where and when we were born.  He was black and white and 

coloured – if we should need to spell it out!  Of his physical 

appearance, his accent, his posture and what we now call his  

 "personality" the Gospel is silent.  We have to use our imagination and our prayers to 

help – or to confuse – us. 
 

Look at that face again.  It is enticing to note that there are similarities of features 

and tone in ancient depictions of Jesus - eyes that look into our souls; a face 

attentive, ready to listen and observe; a mouth very definitely closed, not ready to 

preach or condemn; a general disposition, we might feel, to meet us as for the 

first time and knowing that mysteriously and wonderfully he has already seen us and 

has come alongside us; and knows us better than we know ourselves. 

 

The notion "appearance" and "posture" and "personality" belong to the world of 

fashion and celebrity.  Christian experience tells us that he comes to us in various 

ways and in differing guise; perhaps as one supposed to be a gardener (as for Mary 

Magdalene) or as a stranger walking with us on the road to the village (as towards 

Emmaus); or as a visitor at breakfast time, beside the lake; or, as for Thomas, 
behind those closed doors when we feel that we want to get away from everyone and 

everything.  

 

How did Christ come to you, I wonder!... 

 

In the dark and early hours of the morning when you could not sleep; at a bedside of 

a parent or loved one as he or she slipped away into unconsciousness and death; in a 

quiet chapel or – who knows, for this also happens - in the course of a busy day at 

work when you feel that what you are doing is really worthwhile?   

 

Perhaps the "where" and "when" of these moments will always be precious in your 

memory and understanding – but, surely, not the face, not the voice, not the 
'physical' outline of the man.  For he is more than the chemistry and the atoms and 

the molecules that make for the human countenance.  He is more than a son of man. 

 

At the end of the volume entitled The Quest for the Historical Jesus, the great 

missionary, musician and scholar Albert Schweitzer concludes his study with these 

wonderful words: 

 

He comes to us as One unknown, without a name, as of old, by the lakeside, He came 

to those men who knew Him not.  He speaks to us the same words: “Follow thou 

me!” and sets us to the tasks which He has to fulfil for our time.  He commands.  And 

to those who obey Him, whether they be wise or simple, He will reveal himself in the 
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toils, the conflicts, the sufferings which they shall pass through in His fellowship, and, 

as an ineffable mystery, they shall learn in their own experience Who He is. 

 

We don't really need to see the face or hear that human voice. 

He promises to go ahead and meet us in Galilee. 

We long to be there. 
We can't wait. 

We shall know him when we get there. 

And he will recognise us. 

 Leighton Thomas 

 

 

 

 
 

Riverbank - a pause! 

As we begin our Vacancy, there are a few changes that we will need to make to the 

pattern of our life together, some of which will become clearer over time.  Recently 

during a conversation with our Archdeacon I was advised that there are two things we 

should be doing as a Benefice, firstly praying, which of course we can do on our own 

and during church services, but I would also encourage you to join others at the 

Benefice prayer breakfast at St Thomas’ on the 3rd Saturday of the month. 

 

The other thing we need to do is to communicate well.  With that in mind, following 

discussion with the Area Dean, we have decided to pause Notes from the Riverbank 

for the Vacancy and move to a weekly Benefice Pew Sheet.  This will allow us to 

communicate more easily week by week, but also make sure that everyone in the 

Benefice hears the same thing, as there will be no individual church sheets, just one 

for the whole Benefice.  If you have paid your subscription for the Riverbank for the 
year, please let your church treasurer know and he or she will arrange for a refund 

for the copies you are in credit for. 

 

The Pew Sheet will be emailed out on a Friday, but there will also be a few paper 

copies in churches.  If you would like to put a brief notice in the Pew Sheet, please 

email the exact wording to Jill by noon on the Thursday. 

 

Finally, a huge thanks to Toria for all her amazing work in putting together 

Riverbank; it takes a lot of work each month and we are so grateful to her for all she 

has done. 

Steve Johnson 
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  Photographs from Adrian Turner 

 

 
Diana Fenton distributes Mother’s Day flowers 

 

 

 
St Andrew’s from the rear 

 

 

 

 

Have a lovely Easter, everybody. 

Toria 
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Benefice Calendar - April 2018 

 
    

Goring 

 

Streatley 
South  

Stoke 

Su.   1st       Easter Day Holy Communion  8.00 11.00 11.00 

 Family breakfast (Canterbury Room) 8.45   

 Family Communion followed by Easter Egg Hunt 9.30   

 Evensong  16.00   

Tu.  3rd    South Stoke Prayer meeting @ Crossways   14.30 

We. 4th  Midweek Holy Communion and coffee 10.30   

Su.   8th 
 

Easter 2 
 

Holy Communion 9.30 
8.00 & 
11.15 

with 
Streatley 

We.  11th   Midweek Holy Communion 10.30   

Su.  15th    Easter 3 Holy Communion 8.00 11.15  

 Good News service 9.30   

 Mattins   11.15 

 South Stoke APCM   12.00 

 Baptism  14.30  

We.  18th           Midweek Holy Communion 10.30   

 South Stoke Coffee Morning   10.30 

Th.   19th   Pick-a-Flick & Lunch – ‘Victoria and Abdul’ 10.30   

Sa.   21st    Benefice Prayer Breakfast (Canterbury Room) 8.30   

Su.   22nd      Easter 4 Holy Communion 9.30 8.00  11.15 

 Mattins   11.15  

 Streatley APCM  12.00  

 Discoverers 17.00   

Mo.   23rd   Goring APCM  20.00   

We.  25th     Midweek Holy Communion 10.30   

Sa.   28th   Coffee & Cake (Canterbury Room) 10.30   

 Oxford Welsh Male Voice Choir concert 19.30   

Su.   29th       Easter 5 Holy Communion  8.00 10.30  

 Baptism 14.30   
 
 
Morning Prayer:  The ministry team pray the service of Morning Prayer together three times each week on 
                              Monday, Thursday and Friday at 8am during term time and 8:30am during school holidays. 
 

For more details: call the Vicarage (875651) or look at the Website www.thomandmary.org.uk. 
 

http://www.thomandmary.org.uk/

