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Notes from the Riverbank 

The newsletter for St Thomas of Canterbury Church in Goring,  

St Mary’s Church in Streatley and St Andrew’s Church in South Stoke 

 

February 2018 – 45th edition 
● All enquiries 01491 875651 or stthomasmaryandrew@gmail.com 

 

Price per printed copy  

● Welcome to the forty-fifth edition of “Notes from the Riverbank.”  

All contributions should be sent to Toria, the editor, by the 17th of each month at the usual email 

address webcontent.thomandmary@gmail.com.  The on-line versions of the calendars are maintained 

by Glenn Cooke using the same email address.  Bookings for the church or Canterbury Room should be 

made by contacting Jenny Hall at jandjh2@btinternet.com.  We aim to produce the on-line and printed 

versions of each issue by the 25th of each month. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  Ecumenical Lent Groups 
The Ecumenical Lent Groups begin on Monday 19th 

February and the lists for signing up are now open! 

 

The course we will be following is On the Third Day by 

Bishop John Pitchard and the cost of the booklet is £5.  

Do come and join us on our journey through Lent towards 

Easter.  Everyone welcome! 

 

The other dates for this course are Monday 26th February,  

Monday 5th March, Monday 12th March and Monday 19th 

March. 

Judy Crawford 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Pastoral letter 
With Easter being early-ish this year, Lent is almost upon us.  Ash Wednesday is on 

the 14th February (yes, St Valentine's Day) so you might have to celebrate that on 

Shrove Tuesday with pancakes!  On Ash Wednesday there will be a service of Holy 

Communion with "ashing" at 8.00 pm at St Thomas'.  Do come, making this a 

deliberate start to observing Lent!  I find that the perennial question that is asked is, 

"What are you giving up for Lent?", to which the most common response is chocolate 
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or alcohol.  Less frequently one is asked, "What are you doing for Lent?", suggesting 

we might take-on some kind of activity, one that might stretch us. 

 

But what is Lent really all about?  Yes, we are reminded that Jesus spent 40 days 

fasting in the wilderness after His baptism and before His public ministry, when the 

devil came to tempt Him at His most vulnerable.  Maybe we do need to give up 
something as a discipline.  But why do we observe Lent?  It is good to have a time of 

self-examination, a spiritual health check, but this can so easily be put off, so it is 

easier if we choose a particular time when others are doing the same.  We can 

encourage one another in our home groups, with our prayer partners, or by joining an 

ecumenical Bible Study Group.  And, of course, there is Alpha starting on the 25th 

January, which gives an opportunity to explore our faith. 

 

I think that the question we need to ask ourselves is "What is this going to achieve, 

how is this going to deepen my relationship with God, and how will I be different at 

the end?"  It should be a time when we give God the opportunity to shine His 

searchlight into our lives, to show us wrong attitudes and actions that need to be 

changed, and bring us to repentance.  True repentance is followed by the joy of 
knowing God's forgiveness and being given a fresh start.  This is what really matters, 

not making us feel good about ourselves.  This may well be aided by some kind of 

purposeful abstinence, but what are we putting in its place? Is it going to give us 

more time for prayer and Bible study?  If it is not our habit already, then this may be 

the moment to start having a daily time of prayer and getting into a good habit for 

the future.  Giving up some television, or a meal, or that extra half-hour in bed may 

be the answer.  But we can ask God to show us what we need to do and how to 

achieve it. 

 

We may decide on some positive action by deliberately showing love towards the 

lonely and visiting them, perhaps at a cost to our own activities.  It can be helpful to 

read a Christian book during Lent to remind us what we are about, and to challenge 

us.  The Ministry Team are reading Let Me Go There by Paula Gooder, but you might 
find something that helps you with a particular issue that you are facing, or another 

devotional book that takes you through Lent.  We have so many unhelpful inputs into 

our lives that regular Christian reading is a good habit to get into to counteract these. 

 

I find that a purposeful Lent, seeking God, enhances the joy of Easter in knowing a 

fresh start through the death and resurrection of Jesus.  So enjoy your Lent! 

Judith Hogg 
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Come and Sing Evensong 

All singers are welcome to join us for a "Come and Sing" Evensong Service on  
Sunday 4th February in St Thomas' Church, Goring. 

 

There will be a practice starting at 2pm (arrive at 1.45pm latest to sort out music 

etc).  After the practice, there will just be time for a cup of tea before the Evensong 

Service at 4pm.  You are also welcome to join the choir for additional optional 

practices from 7.15pm to 8.00pm on Friday 19th January, Friday 26th January and 

Friday 2nd February.  Michael Howell is our Musical Director, and we will be singing 

Malcolm Archer's God be in my head for an introit, Stanford's Magnificat and Nunc 

Dimittis in Bb, Sanders' responses, and Parry's anthem Blest Pair of Sirens. 

 Elizabeth Parkinson, 872020 or parkinsonfamily1@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 New Governors for Goring Primary School 

There are opportunities for members of our Benefice churches to become Governors 
of Goring Primary School.  Governors are members of a voluntary body who work 

alongside school leaders and representatives of the school community to ensure that 

the school is highly effective and that all children receive the very best education.  

Church-appointed Foundation Governors play an important role in ensuring the 

Christian ethos continues in our local school. 

 

Don’t miss this chance to serve God by contributing to the quality of the education for 

the children, both present and future, of our village.  For further information please 

contact Brenda Kerr Muir. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 Music on Christmas Eve in the 

Rectory Gardens 

The Goring Band played carols… 

The singing was led by Bob Edwards, a 

member of the Welsh Male Voice Choir… 

Members of the congregation were in good 

voice to celebrate Christmas Day! 

 Photo by Adrian Turner 
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 St Mary's Coffee Morning 

On a cold, but sunny, day in early January, Tina and John Farr kindly arranged to 
open their house for a Coffee Morning, which attracted a wide range of visitors. 

 

 
 

The event raised over £400 for St Mary's housekeeping funds, the proceeds being 

match-funded most generously by the Gatehampton Trust, for which we are most 

grateful.  Above all, it was a relaxed and happy environment, bringing Church and 

villagers together. 

 John Rogers 

 

 

 

 

Friends of St Mary’s Singalong Fundraiser  

The Friends held their main fundraiser event on 2nd December in the Morrell Room.   

 

 
 
This was the second annual singalong event featuring FoSM member Roger Selman at 

the piano.  As last year, this was a complete sellout with nearly 100 people sitting 
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down to a two-course supper and an evening of singing around 70 well known 

traditional songs. 

  

Many thanks to Marigold Jamieson and her team for preparing the excellent meal, to 

Roger for his superb keyboard skills and everybody else who helped-out on the night.  

The event successfully raised around £1500 for the Friends charity which as usual will 
be used for the maintenance of the fabric of the church building.  In addition, nearly 

£300 raised from the raffle was donated to a Newbury charity to support the lonely at 

Christmas. 

Graham Harvey, Chairman FoSM, with photo by John Rogers 

 

 

 

 

 End of voyage for Come on board! 

About five years ago, a group of Scrabble enthusiasts decided that there might be 
like-minded people within our villages who would enjoy getting together to play 

Scrabble.  And so it was that Come on Board! came into being.  We were very 

fortunate to be offered the use of the Canterbury Room by the Reverend Mark 

Blamey, the vicar at the time, and Come on Board! met monthly in the afternoon of 

the fourth Friday of every month.  These sessions attracted both experienced and 

novice Scrabble players, and the founder members of the group took it in turn to 

provide tea and cakes.   These afternoons were thoroughly enjoyed by all those who 

attended but, over the years, attendance has started to become more irregular and 

unpredictable, so much so that the original founding members have regrettably 

decided that Come on Board! has run its course and that it should be brought to a 

close. 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank the Reverend Paul Boughton for 
generously allowing us to continue holding the sessions in the Canterbury Room after 

his arrival at St Thomas’.  Although we will no longer be holding these regular 

monthly sessions, if anyone remains interested in playing Scrabble from time to time, 

please contact either Briony Cooke 871230 or Antoinette Jackson who will do their 

best to arrange a game. 

  Antoinette Jackson 
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Benefice Calendar - February 2018 

 
    

Goring 

 

Streatley 
South  

Stoke 

Th.   1st    Alpha course (Canterbury Room) 19.30   

Su.   4th      2nd before Lent Holy Communion  8.00 11.15  

 Family breakfast (Canterbury Room) 8.45   

 Family Communion 9.30   

 Family service   11.15 

 Come and Sing Evensong (practice at 1.45pm) 16.00   

Tu.  6th   South Stoke Prayer meeting @ Crossways   14.30 

We. 7th  Midweek Holy Communion and coffee 10.30   

Th.  8th   Alpha course (Canterbury Room) 19.30   

Sa.  10th   Marriage of Alice & Danjal 13.00   

Su.   11th Sunday before Lent Holy Communion 9.30 
8.00 & 
11.15 11.15 

We.  14th   Midweek Holy Communion 10.30   

 Ash Wednesday Communion & Ashing  20.00   

Th.   15th   Pick-a-Flick & Lunch – ‘Whisky Galore’ 10.30   

Sa.   17th   Benefice Prayer Breakfast (Canterbury Room) 8.30   

Su.  18th    Lent 1 Holy Communion 8.00 11.15  

 Good News service 9.30   

 Mattins   11.15 

Mo.  19th   Ecumenical Lent groups begin    

We.  21st          Midweek Holy Communion 10.30   

 South Stoke Coffee Morning   10.30 

Th.   22nd   Alpha course (Canterbury Room) 19.30   

Sa.   24th   Coffee & Cake (Canterbury Room) 10.30   

 Concert (Gary Jordan, Classical Guitarist)  19.30  

Su.   25th     Lent 2 Holy Communion 9.30 8.00  11.15 

 Mattins  11.15  

 Discoverers 17.00   

Mo.  26th  Lent groups (week 2)    

We.  28th     Midweek Holy Communion 10.30   
 
Morning Prayer: The ministry team pray the service of Morning Prayer together three times each week on 
Monday, Thursday and Friday at 8am during term time and 8:30am during school holidays. 
 
For more details call the Vicarage (875651) or look at the Website www.thomandmary.org.uk. 

http://www.thomandmary.org.uk/

