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● All enquiries 01491 873128 or stthomasmaryandrew@gmail.com

Price per printed copy

● Welcome to the fifth issue of “Notes from the Riverbank.”

All contributions should be sent to Toria, the editor, by the 17th of each month at the usual
email address webcontent.thomandmary@gmail.com. The on-line versions of the calendars
are maintained by Glenn Cooke using the same email address. Bookings for the church or
Canterbury Room should be made by contacting the UB Parish Secretary Sue Melsher at
suemelsher@parkway.co.uk. We aim to produce the on-line and printed versions of each
issue by the 25th of each month.

● Pastoral letter
Some people’s picture of a local church is that it is like a bus. You have the driver and a
set of people sitting behind him, enjoying or not enjoying the view as the case may be. If
they are in a good mood they pat the driver (Vicar) on the back saying “You are doing a good
job, carry on”. In fact in many cases that is all too true, whereas the New Testament picture
of a local church is of a body, not a bus, with all members playing a part. Writing to the
Christians in Rome, Paul says (12:5-6) “We who are many form one body and each member
belongs to all the others. We have different gifts according to the grace given us”.
The sense of many people playing a part was something that we began to experience in a
very real way during “Operation Sat-Nav” last September. The interregnum has furthered
this sense of participation which has resulted in growth rather than a falling away in church
attendance. One of the points Paul makes in 1 Corinthians is that we cannot all be hands,
eyes or feet, but if we are believers, each has a role in furthering the life and witness of the
body.
As you may well know, our new Vicar, Paul Boughton, will be inducted on May 15th at St.
Mary’s Church, Streatley at 7.30pm. The danger is that we may sit back and settle into the
bus mode. He will be without a curate for well over a year and the challenge to pray
together, to work together, to witness together and to love together will be all the greater.
The church is people not a building. To the believers in 1 Corinthians, Paul writes (12:27)
“Now you are the body of Christ and each one of you is part of it”. God grant that we become
what in theory we are.
Peter Downham
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● Announcing our new Vicar
The Clergy Team and Churchwardens of St Andrew’s, St Mary’s and St Thomas’ are
delighted to announce the appointment of the Reverend Paul Boughton, currently Rector of St
Mary’s, Fetcham in Surrey, as new Vicar of the United Benefice of Goring, Streatley and
South Stoke.
Paul writes: “I am delighted to be coming to Goring, Streatley and South
Stoke as your Vicar. We look forward with enthusiasm to what God has in
store for us all in the United Benefice. It will be a huge wrench leaving all our
friends in Fetcham, and there is much yet to do before I leave at the end of
April. We are concluding a major project of refurbishing our church building as
a home for the growing church community.
Those who we have already met have given us such a warm welcome; and
now I, together with my wife, Liz, and my two daughters are looking forward
to getting to know you and working together as we co-operate with God in
growing his Kingdom."
We now look forward to welcoming the Boughton family to the Benefice and to Paul’s
licensing service in St Mary’s, Streatley on Thursday 15th May.
Clergy Team and Churchwardens of St Andrew’s, St Mary’s and St Thomas’

● Farewell to Reverend Luci Heyn
Revd Luci Heyn spent three years working in publishing four days each week, whilst
studying part-time at Ripon College, Cuddesdon for her foundation degree in ministry.
Following ordination as deacon in June 2010, Luci was appointed Curate in the United
Benefice of Goring and Streatley with South Stoke. She took up residence in The Bull
Meadow, Streatley and immediately became fully immersed in the life of the Benefice. She
was ordained as a priest at Dorchester Abbey in June 2011, supported by many of her
parishioners in the Benefice. During her curacy Luci continued studying to top-up her
foundation degree to a BA (Hons) in Religion and Theology, graduating in summer 2013. This
coupled with training ‘on the job’ in the parish, ensured a busy three years for Luci!

Luci cutting the cake (it is iced “God speed”), and with Santa Derrick
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Walking her two dogs on Lardon Chase, whizzing down Streatley High Street on her bike or
driving her little electric-blue Peugeot along the road to South Stoke, Luci quickly became a
well-known sight in the villages. From the start she won the hearts of her parishioners with
her ready smile, acute sense of fun and ability to relate to people of all ages and from all
walks of life.
Luci truly lived her Christian faith and whether meeting with families seeking baptism for a
child, couples preparing for marriage or supporting the dying and bereaved, she brought
warmth, comfort and reassurance. Children’s ministry is Luci’s passion and pupils and
teachers alike looked forward to the regular assemblies she led in the local schools. Always
eager to encourage the churches to work together, she extended this mission to include the
schools and the now annual joint Easter Celebration for Goring and Streatley Primaries will be
part of her legacy.
It was fitting that Luci’s last service took place at St Andrew’s South Stoke where she had
acted so ably as Project Manager for the complex reordering necessary to allow for
installation of a kitchen and loo. Warm tributes were paid to Luci, acknowledging her
inspirational ministry. Parishioners had contributed to a book of memories, in which one of
the most apt comments referred to the ‘Holy Sparkle’ she had added to our worship! We shall
certainly miss Luci’s sparkle, not just in our services but in all that she did for us in the
Benefice. We wish her every joy and happiness as she follows God’s chosen path for her as
Team Vicar in the Hermitage Benefice.
Alison Gray

● Luci’s last Discoverers

Sunday 1st December was Luci’s last Discoverers session. We gave
her a good send-off with a £67 donation to “Guide dogs for the
blind”, a FairTrade Nativity set and sufficient cake to remind her of
us for a while yet!
Discoverers (old and new), plus Wendy and Toria

● Women’s World Day of Prayer
There will be a service for Women’s World Day of Prayer on Friday 7th March 2014 at
St. Mary's Church, Streatley at 1.30pm. The service this year comes from Egypt and the
theme is Streams in the Desert. The service will be followed by refreshments. All are very
welcome. Further information about WWDP can be found at: http://wwdp.org.uk/
Angela Bulmer

● The Big Draw
On the weekend of November 15th to 17th, Saint Thomas' church was taken over by
people wielding drawing boards and charcoal. The atmosphere was of quiet concentration as
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people of all ages took the time to look a little harder at the features inside the church, and
record them on paper.
It had been billed as an interactive exhibition, but not everyone who innocently strolled into
the church realised that they were going to be the interactive part of it! Local artist Ann
Spencer, who in addition to displaying a small exhibition of her work, hosted the Big Draw
event and encouraged everyone to have a go regardless of their own perceived abilities.

Elizabeth Parkinson provided a continuous supply of freshly made tea, cakes and heaps of
enthusiasm, even finding time to make some drawings of her own. By the end of the
weekend the walls of the Canterbury room were covered with wonderful drawings, many by
people who were convinced they couldn't draw, but found that once they stopped worrying
and had a go, they could.

Ann Spencer; photos by Robin Middleton

● Organ recital by Michael Howell
The organ recital by Michael Howell on 24th November was brilliant! Michael had put
together a wonderfully varied programme, from Vivaldi and Bach to Bridge and Rheinberger,
with an Intrada and Centenary Toccata by a composer we need to hear more of - one Michael
Howell. The organ behaved itself and Michael was finally able to use the lovely clarinet stop
now that all the notes are working!
The music was a joy to listen to and I found it stimulating and uplifting. Michael gave a short
introduction to each piece which was both interesting and entertaining. It was also
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fascinating to watch as well as listen, as hands and feet drew intricate melodies out of the
pedals and manuals - the coordination was simply amazing.
The music finished all too soon, but was followed by tea and the most delicious cakes.
Thank you very much to all who contributed. It was a great afternoon.
Mal Purdie

● A concert to inspire a new generation
On Saturday 23rd November, over 80 young singers from three different choirs met for
a workshop and concert at St Thomas’ Church. The afternoon was led by staff from Berkshire
Maestros: Liz Toye (musical director of Berkshire Young Voices Choir), Louise McGahon (Head
of Voice), and Andrew McKenna (accompanist). Berkshire Young Voices is a choir for children
aged 9-14 which meets fortnightly, and is just one of the many choirs, bands, orchestras and
ensemble groups that make up Berkshire Maestros -- see www.berkshiremaestros.org.uk.
The children had been learning the songs within their own choirs, but this was the first time
all three choirs had sung together. It was a risk, but one that paid off. With just two hours
under the guidance of musical director, Liz Toye, the children performed magnificently in a
short concert for parents.

It was an inspiring concert both for the children who took part and the friends and family who
made up the audience. The varied programme ranged from poignant solos to the toe-tapping
"Heavenly Aeroplane", all of which were performed beautifully. The children of Goring
Primary, Streatley Primary and Berkshire Young Voices should be congratulated for their
musical skill and professionalism.
Elizabeth Parkinson; photo by Ron Bridle

● A gala evening with the Merry Opera Company
The Merry Opera Company visited St Mary’s Church, Streatley, on November 24th to
present a Gala Evening of Opera. This evening proved to be a wonderful treat for the
audience. Caroline (soprano), Helen (alto), Glenn (tenor), Dan, (bass) and Stephen
(accompanist) were all faultless in their performances and made the difficult technical pieces
they presented look completely effortless.
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The program was varied and suitable for opera buffs and for people experiencing the genre
for the first time. The superb songs included many favourites from the world of opera,
operetta, and musical theatre and ended with some traditional folk melodies. The audience
were taken through a range of emotions from love and romance to tragedy and laughter.
We are hoping that the Merry Opera Company will return next year with a performance of the
Staged Messiah.
Stella

● St Thomas’ Christmas Tree Festival
This year’s Christmas Tree Festival at St Thomas’ was as beautiful as usual, and
featured one or two new-comer groups as well as some old favourites. Here is a small sample
of the displays.

Miniature display on the font (left) and The Nativity (right)

Trees from Warmingham's and G.L.U.G (Ukulele group) (left) and
Goring Gap Health Walks (right)

Photos by Bernard Novell
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● Christingle
23 December: The Christingle season at St. Thomas' began at 10:30 on the morning of
23 December with a “Christingle-making factory” in the Canterbury Room. Willing and eager
workers of all ages attended to create the colourful oranges decorated with sweets and
raisins, and finished with a candle. Grateful thanks are given to the father who went to get
extra sweets when supplies ran low. Over 100 oranges were prepared in less than an hour.
This Moravian tradition of decorated oranges represents the four corners of the world with the
fruits of the earth, and the candle in the centre is a symbol the Light of the World.

24 December: On the afternoon of 24th December at 3:00 the Christingle service began;
families and friends joined together to worship and celebrate the birth of Christ, and the
meaning of Advent... a new beginning. The church was filled for this special service. A
special thank you to everyone who helped in many ways: helpers, reader, stewards, as well
as all who came to the events.
The retiring collection was sent to The Church of England’s Children’s Society which supports
many vulnerable children in England: homeless teenagers, child carers, disabled, young
people in trouble with the law and refugee children.
Jan Thomson

● Calling all carers
At our bimonthly carers’ meetings in the Community Centre in Goring we offer informal
support through sharing experiences and exchanging information. At recent meetings,
visiting speakers with responsibilities for the local area have included Fiona McPherson of
Carers Oxfordshire, who hopes to arrange a drop-in advice session for carers in Goring, and
Jane Cook of the Adult Social Care Team. As part of a pilot scheme in South Oxfordshire,
Jane is working alongside staff at the medical practice in Goring.
We aim to improve carers’ awareness of services available to them, and to highlight their
needs: for the past two years we have had representatives on the Patients’ Participation
Group for Goring and Woodcote. Important issues raised include emergency access to
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medical staff at the surgery at weekends, and the provision of carers’ clinics. Dr Lamb has
been identified as the GP at the practice with general responsibility for carers, while we
continue to press for the appointment of ‘case workers’ with a thorough understanding of the
complex needs of each individual, and overall responsibility for their care.
Pat Ankerson, who cared for her terminally ill husband for seven years, has been invited to
contribute to Oxford Health’s monthly induction day for new members of staff, from
consultants to cleaners. Based on her own story, Pat will be giving some insight into all
aspects of carers’ experiences in the community, positive as well as negative, and suggesting
where some improvement could be made. Pat will be highlighting a distressing incident at a
local hospital, where, over a period of two days, she had to cope with proselytising by a
member of staff.
The next carers meeting will be held in the Community Centre at 11am on February 20th.
Mary Williams of the manual handling team will be visiting to give advice on lifting and
moving. New members will be very welcome. For more information please telephone
873857.
Ann Hart

● A musical miscellany on St David’s day

A host of performers will present a wide selection of cheerful
songs, music and poetry, both classical and traditional,
including songs in Welsh, and ending with Hen Wlad Fy Nhadau.
Saturday 1st March at 7:30pm in St Mary’s Church, Streatley.
Tickets £5 in aid of Great Ormond Street Hospital.
For advance bookings for all St Mary’s events:
email stmarysconcerts@hotmail.co.uk or
text 07762339853.

●

Congratulations to Julia Slingo
Congratulations to Julia Slingo who was appointed Dame Commander of
the Order of the British Empire (DBE) in the 2014 New Year Honours List for
services to weather and climate science.
Until she moved a few years ago, Julia was leader of the choir at St Thomas’.

●

A happy and healthy 2014 to all our readers!

●

