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A hearty breakfast for twenty-five canoeists after sleeping on the floor of  
St Thomas' Church. They said they had spent a comfortable night! 
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     This was the longest canoe challenge in the UK, covering 
127 miles of the Thames. The purpose of the event was to raise 
funds for the work of Adventure Plus: 
 www.adventureplus.org.uk. Its mission is to help young 
people reach their potential through adventure and education, 
in a positive Christian environment.  
     The group arrived hot, exhausted and some of them 
sunburnt on the evening of the 5 May. They were greeted by 
Brenda Kerr-Muir, Revd Liz Dowding, the Vicar - Revd Mark 
Blamey - and other members of the congregation of St Thomas'. 
They served the canoeists supper which had been cooked and 
donated by various people from the local villages.  
     Although the day had been warm, the underfloor heating 
was kept on in the church in preparation for the group's 
overnight stay. The women slept in the church itself, the men in 
The Canterbury Room.  As night fell, a steady stream of 
bedraggled but thankful canoeists 
clutching their towels traipsed 
backwards and forwards from 
the Vicarage shower! 
     In the morning the group were 
treated to an enormous breakfast 
served by the kitchen volunteers.  
One of the canoeists read a Bible 
reading from Jeremiah and gave a 
Thought for the Day,  after which 
there were prayers. The group 
then set off armed with suntan 
lotion and a stash of hunger-
busting baps for their lunch.   
     Thanks go to everyone who contributed food and to all those 
who served the meals. The canoeists enjoyed their stay and 
much admired the church building. They appreciated the 
underfloor heating although, by morning some of their 
chocolate had melted into their sleeping bags! 

http://www.adventureplus.org.uk/
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  Pastoral letter 
 
Dear Friends 
 
     The shocking case of the Oxford girls trafficked for 
prostitution and the equally shocking case of Tia Sharp killed 
in her grandmother's house by the boyfriend, have given 
point to the claims of a 'broken society'. Some put this down 
to the relative weakness of the churches and their inability to 
halt the erosion of what were generally accepted Christian 
standards. It is certain that these provided a moral 
framework which held individuals and society in check even 
when people did not subscribe to a deeper commitment. We 
are constantly faced by humanists and secularists who 
prophecy the demise of the Christian Church. A spirit of 
defeatism, or managing decline, has crept into a number of 
the different denominations, except the Baptists who are 
growing. In the light of this, what are we to say? 
     Recently the Church of England has released figures which 
show an increase in the number of baptisms, particularly of 
adults. The Bishop of Norwich has noted that there has been 
an observable increase in those attending church over 
Christmas but is there anything more significant? Figures 
from across the country are difficult to obtain but there has 
been a careful analysis in London. Over the last four years, 
four hundred new congregations have been established by 
different denominations including the C of E.  London 
Diocese has bucked the trend but stories of church growth  
 

Contd… 
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 and new congregations are coming from all over the 

country. 
     What seems to mark these both new and established 
churches is a confident proclamation of the Christian faith 
and good biblical exposition in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
As my father used to say, 'I do not go to church to hear 
poetry, Plato or politics, plus the preacher's doubts.  I want 
to hear the Bible expounded and applied to my daily life.' 
     Another feature of growth and outreach is to be found in 
the Christians in Sports Groups, established in every College 
and University in the UK. Further, thousands of children and 
young people will attend the many Christian camps, house 
parties and beach missions held this summer. Let us pray 
that some future and significant Christian leaders will commit 
their lives to Jesus Christ among the many who attend. It has 
been so in the past and we can confidently expect God to 
work in many young lives this summer. 
     Yes! The Christian church does face some very significant 
challenges in the UK and Western Europe but there are 
sufficient encouragements to 'serve the arm'. We also need 
to remember that as the book, 'God is Back', written by two 
journalists on the 'Economist' says, the Church is growing 
rapidly in the developing world, particularly in China, the 
coming superpower. I heard the Chinese Director of 
Operation Mobilisation just a week ago in St James' Church 
in Carlisle say that the Chinese Government accepts 
estimates of between 80 and 100 million Christians in China. 
     We may seem insignificant in Goring but the Outreach in 
September gives us the opportunity to confirm and extend 
God's kingdom in this place. Let us use every opportunity to  
do just that. 

 Revd Canon Peter Downham 
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St Andrew's Church 

 

 Exciting news: the Development Project is out 
for tender! 
     It is hoped that the work will commence on St Andrew's 
Church at the beginning of July and last for approximately 
twelve weeks. During that time, the church will be open for 
Sunday worship but will not be available during the week. 

  Sally Baker 

 

St Thomas of Canterbury Church 

 
     St Thomas' Church in Goring is holding a whole host of 
events in September 2013 for Operation SatNav Outreach.  
Clear your diary now for that month and come to as many 

 

St Andrew's congregation, families and 
friends are warmly invited to attend any 

activities in September that are held at St 
Thomas' Church in Goring, as part of 
Operation SatNav outreach. This is a 

month of inspiring  Christian events, details 
of which may be found on the website 
(www-st-andrews-southstoke.org.uk)   

or pick up a pamphlet from St Thomas'. 
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events as you can! Invite your friends and family - everyone is 
welcome. The aim is to provide you with a wide variety of 
activities to encourage you in your Christian faith. Look at the 
programme of events on the website: 
www.st-thomas-goring.org.uk   or take a leaflet from church. 
 

  Christmas Fair 2013 - An appeal 

     The Christmas Fair this year will be held on Saturday 30 

November.  Unfortunately I have a number of other 
commitments that result in my not being available to run the 
Fair this year.  It would be very much appreciated if anyone 
could volunteer to take this on for this year only.  I am able 
to assist and advise before the event and can assure anyone 
interested that the task is not too onerous.  Please call me on 

873280.        Chris Tassell  
 

  Men and Work - Men's breakfast 
     The Rt Revd Mike Hill, Bishop of Bristol, will 
be speaking on 'Faith and Work' on Saturday 
15 June at The Canterbury Room from 08:30-
09:15am. Doors open from 08:15.  On this 
occasion the event is open to both men and 
women. Everyone is welcome. Bishop Mike is 
an inspirational speaker who has a teaching 
ministry in both the UK and internationally.  
Please refer to the website (or the last edition 
of this magazine) for his profile. 

 

 Charitable Giving at St Thomas’ Church 
     Sunday 9 June - Church Housing Trust 
     The freezing temperatures we've 
experienced this winter have meant that even 
more homeless people sleeping on the streets 
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have needed hostel accommodation. Church Housing Trust's 
fund-raising partner, Riverside English Churches Housing 
Group, opened more than eighty emergency beds in hostels all 
over the Country, in addition to those normally available. 
      In longer-term hostel accommodation homeless people are 
provided with a bed, warm clothing, and any necessary medical 
or psychological support. Often, help is given with training and 
job-hunting and eventually help in finding independent 
accommodation. 
      Any donations we can make can be used to provide warm 
clothes, toiletries, hot meals, and essential equipment in 
hostels and training centres. 
      Please give generously to the collection for the Church 
Housing Trust . 

 Norma Bryant 
 

St Mary’s Church 

 

St Mary's congregation, families and 
friends are warmly invited to attend any 

activities in September that are held at St 
Thomas' Church in Goring, as part of 

Operation SatNav outreach. This is a month 
of inspiring  Christian events, details of 

which may be found on the website (www-
st-marys-streatley.org.uk)  

 or pick up a pamphlet from St Thomas'. 
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The United Benefice 
 

 Art exhibition 
     Michelle Griffin wishes to thank everyone who came to see 
her art exhibition over the second weekend in May. In 
particular, many thanks to those who purchased some of her 
art work.  She hopes you found the exhibition as enjoyable as 
she did! 
 

 Discoverers' Youth Group raised £72 for their 

intensive cake Bake-Off afternoon. Thank you to everyone for 
supporting their fund raising effort which will be donated to 
Christian Aid. 
     Another volunteer leader is required please for this fun 
and lively group.  Contact Revd Luci Heyn (871970) if you'd 
like to join the team. 
 



9 

 

 Calling all Carers 

     At our April meeting John Boler, Chairman of MIGGS, spoke 
to us about the campaigning work of MIGGS to improve local 
conditions for people with mobility impairments and, in 
particular, MIGGS petitioning of the government to award a 
share of its "Access for All" funding to enable lifts to be 
installed at our railway station.  MIGGS is also seeking 
commercial sponsorship that would keep the Readibus service 
running. 
     After John left a general discussion took place when 
problems were aired and ideas and information exchanged.  
Our next meeting will take place in the Community Centre on 
Thursday 20 June, when we hope to have a speaker from the 
Nettlebed Hospice.  All are welcome. 

 Pat Nias 
 

 A lunchtime recital of music for the harp  

        This recital will be given by 
Elen Hydref on Wednesday 
12 June from 1:00 - 2:00pm in 
St Thomas' Church, Goring. 
Admission is free, with a 
retiring collection to cover 
expenses. 
     Elen is a young professional 
harpist who has played at 
many venues across Europe. 
She studied at the Purcell 
School and later at the Royal 
Academy of Music, where she 
gained a B.Mus degree and an 
MA with distinction.  In 2004, 

she was a prizewinner in the BBC 
Young Musician of the Year Competition.  Her programme will 
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include music by Scarlatti, Benjamin Britten, and Marcel 
Tournier. 
     The concert is promoted by the Friends of Music at Goring. 
Please come and bring a friend. 

 Desmond Sergeant 

 Interregnum 

     Following the departure of Revd Mark Blamey on June 30th, 
the United Benefice of St Thomas of Canterbury, Goring and St 
Mary’s, Streatley, with St Andrew’s, South Stoke will be in the 
temporary position of being without a Vicar - known as 
interregnum (“between reigns”). 
     During interregnum the legal responsibility for the Churches 
rests with the respective Churchwardens supported by the 
Ministry Team, PCCs and the Area Dean of Henley Deanery, 
Revd Kevin Davies. 
 
Churchwardens: 
 St Thomas’ Brian Loveridge & Brenda Kerr Muir 
 St Mary’s Alison Gray & John Rogers  
   (both to be elected)  
 St Andrew’s Sally Horton and Martin Thompson 
 
     As part of the process for appointing a successor, the 
parishes will be completing a Benefice profile and a person 
specification. We wish to fully engage parishioners in this 
process and seek your views and feedback. In the meantime 
you may find this prayer helpful: 
 
Dear God our Father 
     We thank you for the ministry and fellowship we have enjoyed 
with Mark and Caroline and all they have contributed to our 
community. We ask your blessing on them and their two sons as 
they move on to pastures new. 
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     For ourselves, we ask for guidance by your Holy Spirit at this 
time of uncertainty and change. Fill us with vision, energy and 
faithfulness in prayer that we may be true to our calling to seek 
to encounter you in new, unexpected ways, to engage with the 
world and to encourage each other. 
     Guide those who are to choose a new Incumbent for these 
parishes. Give them a discerning heart, a listening ear and a 
prayerful soul that they may choose the person whom, even now, 
You are preparing for this role. 
     In Jesus name,  

     Amen.     Brenda Kerr Muir 
 

 Last service  
      Your Vicar, Revd Mark Blamey, will be 
holding his last service on Sunday 30 June 
at the United Benefice service at St 
Thomas' in Goring from 10.30am.   
     Everyone is invited to the service and 
afterwards for drinks and finger-bites in 
The Village Hall.  Contact Marigold 
Jamieson (872229) if you would like to 

offer help with this event.  
 

 Website and From the Riverbank magazine 
     As from July, the website will be managed by three kind 
volunteers. Toria Marshall (who set up the website in the first 
place) and Robin Middleton will update the website regularly 
and manage the site. Glenn Cooke has already begun managing 
the webcontent.thomandmary@gmail.com email account. 
Glenn will update the web calendar and The Canterbury Room 
web calendar for you. If you need to contact Toria and Robin 
about anything on the website and you don't have their contact 
details, email Glenn and he will forward your emails on. You 
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may also contact Sue Melsher, the UB Parish Secretary, for any 
help with booking events in the Benefice or other matters. 
     I ask now for someone to come forward and edit the 
magazine. Please contact Glenn or me if you feel you could 
help. Editing the magazine could be managed by more than one 
person, if that helps volunteers come forward. At the moment 
there is no-one to take this editing on.  My last magazine 

edition will be next month.           Caroline Blamey 
 

 Goring Macular Society's event 
     A number of parishioners in the United 

Benefice suffer with Macular Degeneration, 
which is a loss of central vision that occurs 
mainly in people over the age of 60. A third of 

the population will be diagnosed with this 
disorder and there is no cure yet. The local support group here 
in Goring is proposing to devote a day to raise funds for 
research into this disease.  
     Come to this event in Goring Village Hall on Saturday 13 
July from 1:00 - 4:00pm. The stalls will be: Antique 
valuations; WI cakes; soft toys; books; china and bottle; 
chutneys and marmalade and jams; portrait drawings; raffle 
hamper; plants and vegetables; flowers; games and bric-a-brac. 
     How you can help: the day before, bring along any items to 
be sold.  Or provide a gift or offer which can be used to raise 
funds. Give a donation to the 'Macular Disease Society Goring 
Group'.  Help publicise the event. Assist on the day. This is very 
much a local effort and your help will be greatly appreciated. 

Contact us on 873773.      Rene Ashcroft and Ron Hall 
 

Bible quote:  
     'Don’t love the world’s ways. Don’t love the world’s 

goods. Love of the world squeezes out love for the 
Father.  Practically everything that goes on in the world—
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wanting your own way, wanting everything for yourself, 
wanting to appear important—has nothing to do with the 
Father.  It just isolates you from him. The world and all its 
wanting, wanting, wanting is on the way out—but whoever 
does what God wants is set for eternity.' 

1 John 2 v 15-17 (from The Message) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     In a mother's womb were twins. One 
asks the other, "Do you believe in life 
after delivery?" The other replies, "Why, 
of course! There has to be something 
after delivery. Maybe we are here to 
prepare ourselves for what comes 
later?" 
     "Nonsense!" says the other. "There's 
no life after delivery. For what would 
that life be?" 

     "Oh I don't know. I can't really imagine 
it but there will be more light than in here! Maybe we will walk 
with our legs and eat with our mouths..."  

 Monthly green tip:   
A Spring walk through Goring churchyard 
 

     The unseasonal weather we are currently experiencing 
may result in food shortages for garden birds when there are 
nestlings to feed, so continuing to feed them at such times can be 
important.   The RSPB has excellent advice on its website: 
http://www.rspb.org.uk/advice/helpingbirds/feeding/index.aspx. 
 

There is advice on what to feed and, importantly, what not to feed 
- also how to feed it. Black sunflower seeds and sunflower seed 
kernels are a fail-safe option if in doubt. If you feed peanuts make 
sure they are in a small-mesh container that will prevent the 
parent birds taking large pieces back to the nest. 
 

   Jenny and Tom Worthington 

http://www.rspb.org.uk/advice/helpingbirds/feeding/index.aspx
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     "Ha ha, that's absurd! Walking is impossible, and eating with 
our mouths! You and I both know the umbilical cord supplies all 
our nutrition.  Life after delivery, I think not! And anyway, the 
umbilical cord is far too short!" 
     The other twin replies, "No, there is something after delivery. 
It's quite different from here." 
     The other replies, "Well, no one has ever come back from 
there!  Delivery is the end of life. If there is life after delivery,  
there would be nothing but darkness and anxiety. Nope, this is 
all there is - right here, right now! You and I must enjoy every 
minute of today." 
     "Well, I don't know," says the other, "but certainly after 
delivery we'll see Mother and she'll take care of us." 
     "Mother? You believe in Mother! Where is she now?" 
      "She is all around us. She holds us in her love. Gathers us to 
her. It is in her that we live. Without her there wouldn't be this 
world." 
     "But I don't see her. I can't touch her.  So it's only logical that 
she doesn't exist!" To which the other replied, "Sometimes when 
you're in silence you can hear her; you can perceive her.  I 
believe there is life after delivery and we are here to prepare 
ourselves for that new life." 

Adapted from a Facebook entry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Vicar, Rev. Mark Blamey  
01491 873128  vicar.thomandmary@gmail.com 

 

 United Benefice church website: 
www.st-thomas-goring.org.uk 

www.st-marys-streatley.org.uk 
www.st-andrews-southstoke.org.uk 

 

Copy deadline for From the Riverbank is the 17th of each 
month to: webcontent.thomandmary@gmail.com 

 

To subscribe to this magazine, it costs 50p per hand-held copy 
(10 per year) – contact Caroline Blamey on 873128. 

Alternatively this magazine is free to view on the UB church 
website (see above) under From the Riverbank.      

 

mailto:Vicar.thomandmary@gmail.com
http://www.st-thomas-goring.org.uk/
http://www.st-marys-streatley.org.uk/
http://www.st-andrews-southstoke.org.uk/
mailto:webcontent.thomandmary@gmail.com
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 The 
Liturgical 
Calendar 
2 June:  1st Sunday after 
Trinity 
9 June:  2nd Sunday after 
Trinity 
16 June: 3rd Sunday after 
Trinity 
23 June: 4th Sunday after 
Trinity 
30 June: 5th Sunday after 
Trinity 

 

ARK PROPERTY 

SERVICES 

Plumbing 

Bathrooms 

Refurbishments 

Internal and External 

Maintenance 

Roofs and Gardens 

Call Paul Coakeley 

07881588203 / 

01189844480 

(sorry no gas work 
undertaken) 
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From the Riverbank © Copyright 2013 

Dear Lord,  
Today I woke up. I am alive!  

You are alive! Thank you. Amen 
 

 
God has no phone but I talk to him. 

He has no Facebook but he's still my friend. 
He does not have Twitter but I still follow him. 

"My sheep hear my voice and I know them 
and they follow me."  

(John 10:27) 
 


