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         On 17th March 
the Discoverers 
youth group were 
the guests of John 
Beacroft at 
Greenlands Farm 
for a visit to see the 
newborn lambs. As 
well as the delights 
of seeing the cute 
new lambs and 
their antics, we 
learnt from John 

the importance of a good stockman who knows his animals and 
who can immediately sense if something is wrong. We then 
returned to Luci’s house and over cakes and squash we looked 
at some of the passages in the Bible that use the image of a 
shepherd to refer to God or to Jesus. We were reminded how 
he cares for us, leads us, knows us by name and rejoices when 
we turn to him. Thank you to John and to Luci for making the 
visit possible.  

   Wendy Middleton 
 

 Senior Discoverers discover Brasenose 

   On Sunday 24 February  
we (a group of ex-
discoverers too old for the 
current group but still 
young at heart) set out on 
the train to the 
intellectual hub of Britain, 
Oxford. There we were 
given a guided tour by 
Graeme, the chaplain of 
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Photos of both Discoverer trips 
by Wendy Middleton 

Brasenose College and a fountain of knowledge who gave us a 
whistle-stop tour of the college, including a visit to the library, 
dining hall and tutors' lounge. He also offered the opportunity 
to us, as prospective undergraduates, to ask questions, 
touching on such sensitive topics as the rivalry between Oxford 
and Cambridge! Finally we were given the privilege of 
attending Evening Prayer 
in the chapel. To top the 
evening off we collected 
pizzas to enjoy on the train 
home. It was a thoroughly 
enjoyable day for which 
we have so many people to 
thank (Graeme and 
Brasenose College for their 
hospitality and Lucy and 

Wendy, the leaders who had to 
put up with us for the whole day) 
and maybe some of us might be 
returning to study there in the next few years.   

  Stephen Parkinson 
 

St Andrew's Church 
 

 Prayer tree 
     A small metal frame has kindly been donated to St 
Andrew's for use as a 'prayer tree'. Everyone is welcome to clip 
prayer requests to the tree by way of cards in envelopes which 
will be available. At the Good News service each month the 
frame will be placed at the Altar for prayer. Subsequently the 
cards will be carefully and confidentially disposed of.  
     The Church is open every day.  Do please come and pray in 
this way in the stillness and peace of St Andrew's.  

 Sally Baker 
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  Pastoral letter: Some thoughts from your 
Associate Priest 
 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     The joyful proclamation of Eastertide rings in our 
ears. Behind us is the penitential season of Lent and the 
agony of Christ’s passion and death. Now He is risen, 
Christ is risen indeed. What a joyful story we have to 
tell, if we dare! 
     Dare we should, and dare we must if we are to fulfil 
our baptismal commitment to share and to spread 
God’s word. We can give thanks that we have the 
freedom to speak of our faith in Jesus Christ without 
fear of the very real persecution many Christians 
around the world have to face. Why then do we often 
find it so difficult to speak out of our risen Lord; when 
the story of Jesus’ birth, death and resurrection is so 
amazing?   Reasons can stretch from British reserve, 
‘we don’t talk about religion’ to ‘well, I’m not quite sure 
how to say it’.                                                                           Contd… 
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This is the season of APCMs (Annual Parochial Church 
Meetings), when every member of the congregation in 
each church of the United Benefice is invited to attend. 
It’s a time to look back and give thanks for what has 
been achieved over the last twelve months and to look 
forward and to commit to the year ahead 
with hope and trust.  St Thomas, St Mary’s and St  
Andrew’s each have exciting projects in hand, thanks to 
the enthusiasm and hard work of a number of people 
in each church. The reason for these projects is quite 
simple, to be able to invite and encourage more in our 
communities to step inside and experience for 
themselves what the Christian faith has to offer.  
     How than do we overcome reluctance to speak of 
our faith to non-church people?  We have authority. 
When Jesus sent out the twelve disciples he ‘gave 
them authority’ to do all manner of things; saying 
‘freely you have received, freely give.’ (Matt.10 vv 1-9)    
In Matthew 28 v 16 we read of Jesus’ The Great 
Commission to the eleven disciples, remembering that 
we are his twenty-first century disciples,  

‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of 
all nations ---- And surely I am with you always, 
to the very end of the age.’   

     We should have no fear of speaking of our faith if it 
is spoken of in love. We have an amazing story to tell. 
We have the authority to tell it and we have Jesus, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, with us at all 
times.  Alleluia Alleluia, Christ is risen. He is risen 
indeed, Alleluia Alleluia.         

  Rev. Liz Dowding 
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St Thomas of Canterbury Church 
 

 New Music Director at St Thomas' Church 

     We are delighted to welcome Michael Howell as our 
new Music Director at St Thomas' Church.  Michael has 

worked for many years with schools and churches in the 
Reading area and in Yorkshire.  A gifted organist, pianist and 
composer, Michael is looking forward to developing the music 
at St Thomas' especially with the choir and orchestra. 

  Elizabeth Parkinson 
 

 How do I speak about my Christian faith with 
others? 

     I am delighted to announce that 
Martin Cavender, Director of the 
Christian Charity, ‘ReSource’, is 
coming to preach at the Parish 
Communion Service at St Thomas’ 
Church in Goring on the Fifth Sunday 
of Easter, 28 April.  The Service 
starts at 10.00am.  I have asked 
Martin to help us learn how to share 
our faith with others.   
     You may have heard Martin speak in 

Thame last year when, at the invitation of Bishop John, he 
addressed both clergy and lay people from across the Diocese 
on the topic of modern-day discipleship. Also in 2012 Martin 
visited St Thomas’ and gave a fascinating talk to the ‘Men and 
Work’ United Benefice breakfast group on the subject of 
‘Science and Faith: What would Jesus say to Richard Dawkins?’  
     Martin’s visit in April will particularly assist St Thomas’ 
congregation as it prepares for ‘Operation Sat-Nav’, which is a 
month of inspiring Christian events to be held in September.   
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     Members of St Andrew’s and St Mary’s Churches are also 
warmly invited to come and hear Martin preach; we are all 
engaged in sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ, wherever we 
regard our spiritual home to be.   
     For clarity ‘Good News’ and BCP Matins Services will take 
place at St Andrew’s and St Mary’s Churches respectively on 
Sunday 28 April at 10.30am. 
     By way of background, before becoming Director of 
ReSource (www.resource-arm.net), Martin was the Director of 
Springboard, the Archbishops' initiative for evangelism.  A 
former ecclesiastical lawyer, Martin is a founder member of the 
Archbishops’College of Evangelists, and holds the 
Archishop's Cross of St Augustine, presented for services to the 
Anglican Communion.  
     I do hope that you will come and hear Martin preach God’s 
words of encouragement to us, and if you can, do bring a friend 
along too. 

 Rev. Mark Blamey, Vicar  
   

 Come and Sing Evensong at St Thomas' 
     All singers are welcome to join the 
choir for a 'Come and Sing' Evensong 
Service on Sunday 5th May. There 
will be a practice at 2.00pm (prompt) 
followed by tea and cake before the 
Evensong Service at 4.00pm. You are 
also welcome to join the choir for 
practices from 7.30pm to 8.30pm on 
Friday 26th April and Friday 3rd 

May.  We will be singing Stanford's Magnificat and Nunc 
Dimittis in C; Smith's responses; Loosemore's 'O, Lord, increase 
my faith' and Wesley's 'Blessed be the God and Father'. If you 
need more information, please contact me.  

 Elizabeth Parkinson (872020) 

http://www.resource-arm.net/
http://www.collegeofevangelists.org.uk/
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 Quarter peal 
     On Tuesday 23 April we celebrate our patron saint 

St George. The ringers of St Thomas’ plan to ring a 
quarter peal starting at 6.00pm that evening. 
Many other churches throughout the country will 
be ringing, including St Paul’s Cathedral.  

        Wendy Middleton 
 

 Christian Aid Week 2013 

     Christian Aid is a charity that 
works with people of all faiths, in 
the world’s poorest communities, 
on projects designed to help lift 
them out of poverty. They work in 
forty eight countries, and always 
with local partner organisations 
who know the place, the people and 
the problems. Raising money for 

Christian Aid changes lives so thank 
you to everyone who has helped in the past.  
     Poverty can be overwhelming. Statistics point to massive 
human need around the world. It would be easy to give up. Yet 
each sum given enables more work to happen. Each life 
changed is a step towards a better world. This year, Christian 
Aid Week is highlighting the fact that tonight one in eight 
people will go to bed hungry, 
but there is enough food for 
all to eat and have their fill if 
certain changes are made. 
     Christian Aid Week this 
year begins on Sunday 12 
May, and there will be a 
special service at St 
Thomas’s Church at 5.30pm. 
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The service will include some very short films about Christian 
Aid projects. Everyone is very welcome to come. 
There will also be a house-to-house collection during the 
week. I need lots of volunteers to deliver envelopes and then 
collect them again a few days later. Please contact me if you 
could help with this, even if you only want to do a few houses. 
     There will be more details of Christian Aid Week events next 

month.                Wendy Middleton (875435) 
 

 Charitable Giving at St Thomas’ Church 
Sunday 14 April     The Mityana Charity is 
dedicated to helping the people of Mityana 
in Uganda. Limiting its activities by 
geography rather than the type of project it 
supports, the Mityana Charity works closely 
with local churches and communities to 

improve healthcare, education and clean water provision in 
remote areas. Recently the charity has begun to work with 
local prisons, seeking to improve conditions and provide legal 
aid to both remand and term-serving prisoners. The Mityana 
Charity has no paid officials in the UK and takes just 5% of 
donations received to cover the cost of its small and dedicated 
staff in Mityana. The Rev. Luci Heyn visited Mityana in 2008 
and 2012 and has seen what a positive impact this charity has 
on the lives of those it seeks to help. Please give generously. 

 

St Mary’s Church 
 

 St Mary's Clean 
     St Mary’s Church invites parishioners to help in cleaning the 
church on Saturday 4 May, starting at 10.00am. It is helpful if 
you can bring some cleaning materials to supplement those in 

the church.                           John Rogers & Diana Fenton 
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  Mozart for Mother’s Day at St Mary’s 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Well OK, Mother’s Day eve, but the audience of over sixty 
who attended the concert performed by the Clarino Trio in St 
Mary’s, enjoyed a wonderful evening of music together with 
the reading of many of Mozart’s letters and a description of the 
woodwind instruments used in the recital. 
     The trio, Louise, Sarah and Margaret played on modern 
replicas of early boxwood clarinets and basset horns, capturing 
the sound world that the great classical composers created and 
enabling performances of works from the 18th century in a 
historically informed style. Hearing the music as the composers 
would have actually heard it was both enjoyable and totally 
fascinating. The programme focused primarily on Mozart’s 
compositions but also included works from his contemporaries, 
Krommer and Stadler. We enjoyed a new listening dimension 
on many well known compositions and melody lines. Music 
was interspersed with readings of Mozart’s letters to family 
and friends proving that his talents were not limited to music 
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but extended to insight and humour in the written word. 
Judging by the hugely enthusiastic applause the entire 
performance was greatly enjoyed by all. 
     The interval offered the opportunity to exchange views on 
the performance, catch up on news with friends and enjoy 
some excellent beverages and food courtesy of the efforts of 
Rebecca, Jean and Sarah’s mother (who also acts as road 
manager for the trio). 
     Our thanks go to Stella who organized the Clarino Trio and 
conducted much of the publicity and sold tickets; Elaine, who 
lit the church so beautifully with candles and John who set up 
the sound system, sold a remarkably large number of tickets at 
the door and looked after our H & S. 
     Apart from the joy of the music it was also extremely 
gratifying to see so many people in the church sharing a truly 
elevating experience. We will continue to work towards 
facilitating similar events in future in line with the expressed 
wishes of the congregation. The evening was also a financial 
success with the Trio making their target and £166 being 
raised for church funds. 

 Derrick Lello 
 

 

The United Benefice 
 

Deepening Discipleship - Cursillo can help 
     Jesus’ Great Commission to his disciples is to 
‘go and make disciples of all nations.’ (Matt 
28 v 19). What do these words mean for us? It 
would be easy to ignore them as impossible 
because of the seeming magnitude of the task. 

No wonder it's called The Great Commission.      
     I suggest we need to make the word ‘nations’ more 
manageable. The Cursillo word is environs. The world: the 
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environment in which we live and move, whether it is family, 
friends, neighbours at work, leisure, in the doctor’s surgery, the 
check-out queue or walking the dog: the people God places in 
our path as we live out our daily lives.  
     Previously, I have written of the background to the Cursillo 
Movement, how it has strengthened individuals in their faith 
and what our Bishops have said of its value to the Church and 
Christian Community by encouraging leadership.  
 

     What does Cursillo offer? 
 

 An opportunity to grow in faith  
 A chance to know the love and grace of God and the joy of 

Christian fellowship 
 A way of experiencing Christian community and helping 

one another in our spiritual journey and in active witness 
 An opportunity to develop one’s gifts of ministry in the 

Church 
 It embraces the insights and good teaching of all traditions 

of the Anglican Church 
 It operates within the church and not outside it, so it works 

together with groups and organisations in a parish. 
 

Who is it for? 
     Any baptised member of the Anglican Church (laity or clergy) 
who is:   
 Curious  
 Searching  
 Discovering  
 Growing  
 Wanting to be joyful and confident in their faith.  

     Oxford Diocesan Cursillo is offering another opportunity for 
anyone who has a desire to grow spiritually and in practical 
discipleship. The event takes place at Douai Abbey, Upper 
Woolhampton  RG7 5TQ on 12th and 13th April from  
10. 30am - 3. 30pm. The programme for each day stands on 
its own.  
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     Information is in each of our churches; on the cursillo 
website www.oxfordcursillo.co.uk or by contacting me. I will 
be attending on Saturday 13 April. 

 Rev. Liz Dowding (873140)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The United Benefice of Goring, Streatley and 
South Stoke  
invites you to 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come and explore the amazing Easter story … 
 

 Join in the Easter story, with lots of sound effects! 
 Be one of Jesus’ followers at a special beach 
barbeque … and help create a bumper catch of fish! 

 
 

Good Friday, 29 March 2013 at 10.00am 
St Thomas of Canterbury Church, Goring 

 
 

Followed by coffee, squash and hot cross buns 

Everyone is very welcome. 
 
 

http://www.oxfordcursillo.co.uk/
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 The Lent Groups' Easter Celebration 
     The combined Easter Celebration that follows the Lent 
groups will be held on Thursday 11 April in The Canterbury 
Room. There will be two sessions - 11.30am and 7.30pm. 
Please bring drinks and/or nibbles to share. 

 Judy Crawford 
 

 Calling all Carers 

     New members are always welcome at our 
meetings, which provide an opportunity to share 
experiences and information with other carers.  
     At our February session we were visited by 
Jackie Wormald, manager of Blue Ribbon Care, 
Wallingford, an independent agency whose staff 
cover the local area. 

      Our next meeting will be at the Community 
Centre, Goring on Thursday 18 April at 11.00am. 

Please ring me if you are interested.    

  Ann Hart (873857) 
 

 Goring and Streatley Concert band                                 
      

     The band will be performing 
their Spring Concert at St Thomas’ 
Church in Goring on Saturday 13 
April 2013. The concert starts at 
7.30pm (doors open at 7.00pm). 

Tickets are priced at £10 for adults and £5 for 
children and are available from Inspirations (Goring 

Arcade) or on the door (subject to availability). All proceeds 
will be donated to Thrive, a charity that uses horticultural 
therapy to bring about profound transformations in the lives of 
disabled people. 
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     The main and starter band will be playing a selection of new 
pieces guaranteed to have your toes tapping and put a spring in 
your step. 
     Don’t forget, the starter and main band are also available for 
hire, no matter how big or small your event.  
     If you play an instrument and are looking for somewhere to 
make music or a young player looking to get involved in a band 
then please consider either our starter band or the main band. 
Everyone welcome, benefits include; a Monday evening 
rehearsal, several summer engagements, and two main 
concerts a year in the company of a great bunch of friendly 
people. So why not give it a go, you never know. For more 
information on booking, joining or if you just have a general 
enquiry please visit our Goring and Streatley Concert band 
website:  www.goringandstreatleyconcertband.co.uk 

 Kalinda Francomb (Publicity Officer) 
 

 Sierra Leone 2013 

      What an amazing 16 days! It is impossible to summarise this 
experience but I firstly want to thank you all for your support 
in every way. Everything you gave was so appreciated! But 
above all it was a time of knowing I was really being upheld by 
your prayers. When daily living and working are so hard 

(temperatures of 
nearly 40 degrees, 
little electricity and 
water, noise and 
dust everywhere) 
and dangerous, you 
just have to trust 
God in a way we 
don’t when in our 
own comfortable 
surroundings back 

http://www.goringandstreatleyconcertband.co.uk/
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home. So many times when really feeling too tired to go on, it 
was just God and his grace that met every need.   
     No class I taught had less than 60 children and most of the 
time I was in the shed – eight classes in a ‘shed’ with very little 
light (no electricity), divisions that only went half way up to 
the ceiling, broken and far too inadequate furniture and the 
noise of  500+ children plus countless others passing through 
(imagine an underground car park with no lights)! But each 
class was so responsive and soon responded to the silent hand 
up signal for them to be silent rather than the shouting (I 
wouldn’t have had a voice left!) and the cane (which I refused 
to use) both of which were the norm for them.  
     The teachers’ training day too was up to a completely new 

level with the 
teachers taking 
responsibility for 
their own school 
development with 
the team acting in a 
consultancy 
capacity (they 
really appreciated 
all the pencil cases). 
The team 
relationships 
couldn’t have been 

better (we all had so many laughs and yet were very mutually 
supportive) and the family running the hotel did all they could 
to look after us, making us feel so at home with sheep and goats 
wandering through our dining room, followed by the armed 
guard with his rifle (not I hasten to add to be used on the 
sheep!!), and a huge pile of ironing being tackled at the other 
end (with charcoal heated irons)!  
     I am hoping to raise funds to get more furniture for the 
school so that at least all the children can sit at a ‘desk’. I would 



17 

 

send any funds raised out to the local Polio victims who have a 
carpentry ‘shop’ in their compound. Thus two local areas of 
need would be being helped in one go! Thank you again for all 
your prayers and support. I will be giving a presentation  on 
my visit entitled, 'Sierra Leone - What next?'  on Monday 29 
April in The Canterbury Room at 7.30pm - everyone is 
welcome.   

 Sue Hookway 
 

 From the Riverbank  
     Sue Melsher sends a global email to 
everyone every month in order that you 
know when the next edition of From the 
Riverbank is up on the web.  The email also 
has attached a copy of the calendar of events 
that you can print off and stick on your fridge. 
If you would like to be on Sue's global email 
list instead of receiving a hard copy of the 
magazine, please contact her via me at 

webcontent.thomandmary@gmail.com    

 Caroline Blamey 
 
Bible quote:   
 

     'May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit.' 

     Romans: 15 verse 13 
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 The 
Liturgical 
Calendar 

  1 April: Easter Monday 
  7 April: 2nd Sunday of Easter 
  8 April: The Annunciation 
14 April: 3rd Sunday of Easter                 
 21 April: 4th Sunday of Easter 
23 April: St George's Day 
28 April: 5th Sunday of Easter 

 

 
 
 

ARK PROPERTY 

SERVICES 

Plumbing 

Bathrooms 

Refurbishments 

Internal and External 

Maintenance 

Roofs and Gardens 

Call Paul Coakeley 

07881588203 / 

01189844480 

(sorry no gas work 
undertaken) 
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 Monthly green tip:    
     When planning your gardening for the coming year, 
think of bees and butterflies.  There is a lot of advice 
available on the internet, for example: 

http://butterfly-conservation.org/files/habitat-gardening-
for-butterflies-and-moths.pdf 

and 

http://www.gardenersworld.com/plants/features/wildlife/pl
ants-for-bees/1107.html. 

  

     Remember that "weeds" are good: the weed-free lawn 
may look impressive but one full of clover, self-heal, bird's-
foot trefoil and daisies will be much better for these 
insects, and the despised ivy is a food plant for the holly 
blue and an excellent source of nectar late in the year and 
berries for birds in the winter. 

                                      Jenny and Tom Worthington  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How to plant your garden 
 

The Vicar, Rev. Mark Blamey   01491 873128 
 vicar.thomandmary@gmail.com 

 

 United Benefice church website: 
www.st-thomas-goring.org.uk 

www.st-marys-streatley.org.uk 
www.st-andrews-southstoke.org.uk 

 

Copy deadline for From the Riverbank is the 17th of each 
month to: webcontent.thomandmary@gmail.com 

 

To subscribe to this magazine, it costs 50p per hand-held copy 
(10 per year) – contact Caroline Blamey on 873128. 

Alternatively this magazine is free to view on the UB church 
website (see above) under From the Riverbank.      

 

http://butterfly-conservation.org/files/habitat-gardening-for-butterflies-and-moths.pdf
http://butterfly-conservation.org/files/habitat-gardening-for-butterflies-and-moths.pdf
http://www.gardenersworld.com/plants/features/wildlife/plants-for-bees/1107.html
http://www.gardenersworld.com/plants/features/wildlife/plants-for-bees/1107.html
mailto:Vicar.thomandmary@gmail.com
http://www.st-thomas-goring.org.uk/
http://www.st-marys-streatley.org.uk/
http://www.st-andrews-southstoke.org.uk/
mailto:webcontent.thomandmary@gmail.com
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For your daily living gardening. Firstly, come to the garden 
alone while the dew is still on the roses.  
 

Plant three rows of peas: 
1) Peace of mind 
2) Peace of heart  
3) Peace of soul 

 

Plant four rows of squash: 
1) Squash gossip 
2) Squash indifference 
3) Squash grumbling 
4) Squash selfishness 

 

Plant four rows of lettuce: 
1) Lettuce be faithful 
2) Lettuce be kind 
3) Lettuce be patient 
4) Lettuce really love one another 

 

No garden is without turnips: 
1) Turnip for meetings 
2) Turnip for services 
3) Turnip to help one another 

 

To conclude our garden we must have thyme: 
1) Thyme for each other 
2) Thyme for family 
3) Thyme for friends. 

 

Water freely with patience, and cultivate with love. There is 
much fruit in your garden because you reap what you sow. 

Anon 
 
 
 

From the Riverbank ©Copyright 2013 
webcontent.thomandmary@gmail.com 


