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 The Queen's Diamond Jubilee Celebrations offer 

us all an opportunity to give thanks to Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II for her faithful life of public service.  Year after year 
The Queen has clearly and proudly proclaimed her Christian 
faith as the foundation stone of all that she does.  'The Big 
Lunch' offers a glimpse of the Heavenly Banquet which Jesus 
promises after He has come again in glory and in judgment and 
to which everyone is welcome.  Come to 'Jubilee Praise' at 
11.00am on Sunday 3 June at The Rectory Garden, and then 
enjoy the rest of the celebrations wherever you are.   

 Rev.  Mark Blamey, Vicar 

 
 ‘Jubilee Praise’ – 11.00am on Sunday 3 June 
2012 in the Rectory Garden, Goring 
 

     Come and give joyful 
thanks for the Queen’s 60 
year reign. This is a shared 
service with Goring Free 
Church and Our Lady & St 
John RC Church.  Goring & 
Streatley Concert Band will 
be providing 
accompaniment with a choir 
drawn from all the churches. 
     There will be some 
seating available on the day 
for those who are not able 
to remain standing during 
the service.  If you wish to 
be seated, please arrive by 
10.20am.  The gates to the 

Rectory Gardens will then be closed to ensure the safe arrival 
of the processions at 10.45am.    
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 Singing opportunities over the Jubilee 
weekend 
     We are looking forward to the Jubilee Weekend.  If you 
would like to sing with the choir at the Jubilee Service and/or 
the Torchlight Concert Finale, then come to our rehearsal at St 
Thomas' on Friday 1 June.  We will be practising the hymns 
for the Jubilee Service from 7.30pm to 8.00pm, then practising 
the 'sing-a-long' items for the Torchlight Concert Finale from 
8.00pm to 8.30pm. 
     Sunday 3 June - Jubilee Praise Service.  The choir has been 
requested to arrive at the Rectory Gardens at 10.15am latest 
for the 11.00am Service.  Please do not take part in the 
processions. Don't be late, as the Rectory Gardens are being 
shut at 10.20am for Health and Safety reasons.  Please dress in 
Red, White or Blue!   
     Monday 4 June - Torchlight Concert Finale.  Richard 
Powell has asked that the choir wear black, warm clothes for 
this event.  Please come to the rehearsal on Friday 1 June (as 
above) when more details of the Concert including any pre-
rehearsals will be announced. 

           Elizabeth Parkinson     

 

 South Stoke’s Diamond Jubilee weekend 
     On Saturday 2 June, the South Stoke 
Bell Ringers will open the church tower 
to the public for the afternoon.  
     On Sunday 3 June, the South Stoke 
Ramblers are ‘Beating the Bounds’. It 
will start at the church in the morning, 
followed by brunch. More information 
in the South Stoke newsletter: 
www.southstoke.org.uk/newsletters.php 

 

http://www.southstoke.org.uk/newsletters.php
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 Pastoral letter - Discerning God’s Vision 
 

                                                    ‘Since we live by the Spirit,  
                                                    let us keep in step with the  
                                                    Spirit.’           Galatians 5.25 
 

     In the book entitled Growing Healthy Churches by 
Robert Warren and Janet Hodgson, seven marks of a 
healthy Church are examined.  These marks are all 
ways in which Christians can best express the life of 
Christ through their local Church. 
     The third mark is that the Church, ‘seeks to find 
out what God wants, rather than letting our own 
preferences set the Church agenda’.   
     In order to let God set the agenda, the Church has to 
discern: 

 vocation: be open to the Spirit’s leading about 
what we should be and do 

 vision: develop and communicate a shared 
sense of where we are going 

 mission priorities: consciously set both 
immediate and long-term goals 

 and be able to call for and make sacrifices, 
personal and corporate, in bringing about the 
above and living out the faith. 

     As a Christian leader, I consider that one of my most 
important tasks is to clearly set priorities for the three 
local Churches in the United Benefice.  To put it 
another way, I am here to help you all determine 
 

Contd… 
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for yourselves what the Churches in the United 
Benefice should be doing.  I always aim to ‘do a few 
things well’ - but which things? 
     The starting point, for everyone, is God.  We must 
listen to God.  We must give God ample time in which 
to speak to us – in order to shape our personal and 
public lives as Christians.  I strongly believe that as we 
try to teach the good news of the Gospel to this 
generation, it is imperative that we use ways which 
will make a true and lasting impact on people.   
     We have to be pragmatic, confident and clear as we 
communicate our shared faith.  Some of the ways of 
reaching people which may have worked many years 
ago will simply not work in 2012 AD.  I want therefore 
to encourage a deeper conversation between these 
Churches and their local communities.  For instance 
when we debate ‘Church Growth’ initiatives, we have 
to avoid too great an emphasis on Sunday morning 
worship.  We live in a society - and place – in which 
many people who are working hard all week quite 
reasonably want to see family and friends at 
weekends, or perhaps work all Sunday.  We need 
flexibility and openness in our witness to Jesus.   
     We must be bold too when we set out to discern 
God’s Vision.  We should begin our prayers by offering 
back to God the gifts which God has given to us.  We 
can then match these gifts with the most pressing 
needs of the community which the Church is here to 
serve.  In all of our work we should remember two 

Contd… 

 

 



6 

 

things: firstly, that we cannot achieve anything 
without the power and inspiration of God’s Holy Spirit, 
and secondly, only God can finally bring about the full 
restoration of The Kingdom on Earth. 
     As Rev. Canon Olivia Graham said during her 
Sermon at the United Benefice Parish Communion 
Service at St Mary’s Church, Streatley on 29th April 
2012: 
     ‘Vision is about seeing the things God wants us to 
see…it is something which grows and develops as 
we trust God and keep close to him.  Our work is to 
align our hearts and minds and wills with God’s 
purpose, shown to us by Jesus.  And to do this we 
must use all of our senses and all of our sense:  
through prayer, through reading, through working 
intelligently with Scripture, through holy 
conversation (that is, conversation which keeps God 
in the room), through paying attention to the signs 
of God in the world.’ 
     Let’s look forward to further discernment of God’s 
Vision, in an era of real challenge and real opportunity. 
 

 Rev. Mark Blamey, Vicar 
 

Dear All 
     I have reluctantly decided to postpone, not cancel, the half-
day event on ‘Discerning God’s Vision’ on Saturday 9 June. It 
comes at the end of half term, hard on the heels of the Jubilee 
Celebrations, and I fear many will be away.  The text of Canon 
Olivia Graham's talk on 29.4.2012 is on the website.  Do read it 
again if you missed the service. 
     Yours,    Mark Blamey 
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St Mary’s Church 
 
 Members of St Mary’s PCC – new and re-elected 
for 2012-2013 
     Catherine Cheeseman, Clive Condie, Tina Farr, Linda Ogle, 
Chris Shannon and Ross Stewart. Andrew Taylor continues as 
Church Treasurer. Representatives for the Henley Deanery 
Synod are Alison Gray and Derrick Lello.  
     Deputy churchwardens are Diana Fenton and John Rogers. 
There are no churchwardens standing this year. 
     UB Child Protection Officers: Rev. Luci Heyn is the Children's 
Advocate. Alison Gray is the Child Protection Representative 
with the help of committee members, Judy Crawford and Clive 
Condie.  Sue Melsher is acting as recruiter for CRB checks. 
 

 Hiring of St Mary’s Church, Streatley 
      

     St Mary's Church is available 
as a beautiful venue for concerts 
(for audiences of 150 people). 
£25 per hour for non-charitable 
events or, for charitable events, 
£25 for the first two hours, 
reduced to £15 per hour 
thereafter. Contact me at 

StMarysConcerts@hotmail.co.uk or speak to me after St Mary's 
church services (I am in the church choir).                                           

 Stella Robinson 
 

 Friends of St Mary’s Church, Streatley     
      A ‘Friends of St Mary’s Church’ (FoSM) is being formed in 
Streatley. The purpose will be to raise funds solely to ensure 

mailto:StMarysConcerts@hotmail.co.uk
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View from the churchyard, showing the 
19th century clerestory, or raised roof 
extension with top windows, which was 
built to improve the proportions inside 

the preservation of the church building, its fabric and 
surrounding grounds.      

     In common with many 
churches, St Mary’s is 
experiencing financial 
pressures, with income 
failing to keep up with 
ever increasing operating 
costs. It is almost 
inevitable that there will 
be a deficit this year, 

which will most likely 
worsen in future years, 
unless some action is 
taken.   
     St Mary’s Church 

dates from the 13th century and has always been a focal point 
of the village. It is a Grade 2 listed building and is a prominent 
part of the Streatley Conservation Area. The concern of the 
Friends is that, because of the financial pressures, the church 
will have insufficient funds available to preserve the church in 
a satisfactory condition in the future. The Parochial Church 
Council estimates that it will need some £90,000 for 
conservation work over the next five years. The objective of the 
Friends, therefore, will be to raise funds to ensure that the 
ongoing repair, maintenance, restoration and improvement 
works necessary are not neglected.   
     The Vicar, Rev. Mark Blamey welcomes this initiative for the 
Friends of St Mary’s. It will operate entirely separately from the 
church and have its own committee, constitution and bank 
account, and eventually will be incorporated into a charitable 
Conservation Trust.  
     The Friends welcomes support from churchgoers and non 
churchgoers alike. The hope is that many local residents in 
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particular will value the church as an integral part of the village 
scene and heritage and will want to see it preserved for future 
generations.    
     A leaflet explaining the need for FoSM along with a 
questionnaire/pledge form has been prepared and distributed 
to all Streatley households.  
     Further copies can be obtained from me (Tel: 873025 or 
email:  fosm.streatley@btinternet.com).  

 Graham Harvey 
 

St Andrew’s Church 
 

 For Pentecost – come and celebrate the 
church’s birthday! 

     You are invited to St Andrew’s 
Church in South Stoke for a special 
Family Communion on Sunday 27 
May 2012 at 4.00pm. (Please 
note it is an afternoon service). 
Tea and cake will be served after 
the service.  Everyone is welcome. 

 
 

 St Andrew's Prayer Group 
     This new monthly prayer group will meet 
every first Tuesday of the month from 2.00-
3.00pm at St Andrew’s Church. 
     The group will meet to pray for the St Andrew's 
development appeal; for the local community and 
for those who are ill or in need.  Prayers will 

follow an established pattern but be informal in nature. 
Everyone is welcome at the first meeting on Tuesday 5 June. 

 Sally Baker   

 

mailto:fosm.streatley@btinternet.com
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 Members of St Andrew’s PCC – new and re-
elected for 2012-2013 
     Sally Baker, Michael Codner, Ray Welch and Robert Small 
continue as PCC members.  Sally Horton and Martin Thompson 
continue as Churchwardens and Neil Tustian as Church 
Treasurer. Judith Hogg has been elected as Church Secretary. 
     UB Child Protection Officers: Rev. Luci Heyn is the Children's 
Advocate. Alison Gray is the Child Protection Representative 
with the help of committee members, Judy Crawford and Clive 
Condie. Sue Melsher is acting as recruiter for CRB checks. 

 

St Thomas of Canterbury Church 
 
 Members of St Thomas’ PCC – new and re-
elected for 2012-2013 
     Sally Alder, David Beddall, Judy Crawford, Joan Downham, 
Sue Hookway, Jean Loveridge, Brian Loveridge, Ann Marshall, 
Marti Norman, Richard Norman, Donald Shrimpton and Hazel 
Shrimpton.  
     Donald Shrimpton continues as Church Treasurer. 
     Representatives for the Henley Deanery Synod are John 
Wilby and Brenda Kerr Muir. 
     Brenda Kerr-Muir and Brian Loveridge have come forward 
since the APCM to stand as churchwardens. There will be a 
special Parish meeting on Sunday 17 June after the morning 
service for the election.  Brenda will continue as PCC secretary 
until then, depending on the outcome.  
     UB Child Protection Officers: Rev. Luci Heyn is the Children's 
Advocate. Alison Gray is the Child Protection Representative 
with the help of committee members, Judy Crawford and Clive 
Condie.  Sue Melsher is acting as recruiter for CRB checks. 
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 To all Gift-aiding donors of St Thomas’  
     Another tax year is over and once again I am in the middle of 
the annual distribution of letters and replacement envelopes to 
nearly a hundred addresses scattered over quite a wide area.  
Sadly, knees and feet are beginning to suffer from all the 
pavement pounding involved and using the post is 
unaffordable. It would be very helpful to me to be able to use 
communication by email in future whenever possible.  Would 
all donors willing and able to receive very occasional 
communications from me in this way please supply their email 
addresses by sending a blank message to 
garry.alder@virgin.net  Needless to say the information would 
be kept as confidential as all the other information I need to 
keep and would never be shared without prior permission.    

 Garry Alder 

 Date for your diary: Sunday 1 July - Come and 
Sing Evensong 
     David Crowe will be directing and Philip Kaye will be the 
organist at the next 'Come and Sing Evensong'.  We will be 
singing Brewer in Eb; Ayleward responses and Blessed City by 
Bairstow.  If you would like to sing with the choir, come and 
join in with choir practices from 7.30pm to 8.15pm on Friday 
22 June and Friday 29 June.  There will also be a rehearsal at 
2.00pm on Sunday 1 July before the Evensong at 4pm. 

 Elizabeth Parkinson 
 

 Charitable Giving at St Thomas’:   
Sunday 10 June – The Kamuli Mission Hospital 

      Come to Dr Jim McWhirter’s 
talk on the hospital, on Sunday 10 
June during the 10.00am service at 
St Thomas’ Church.  
     Dr McWhirter is a retired GP 

mailto:garry.alder@virgin.net
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from South Oxfordshire. On retirement, he joined Rotary and 
volunteered to join an organisation called Rotary Bank Doctor.  
He says that his working visit to the Kamuli Mission Hospital in 
Uganda was a real shock.  A hospital with only two doctors and 
160 beds caters for 750,000 people. Since then, Dr McWhirter 
has extended his work to include other mission hospitals 
serving the rural poor of Uganda.  Do come and be inspired to 
contribute generously to the excellent work being done for this 

mission hospital.         Pat Nias 
 

 Flower Festival at St Thomas’ Church 

      Come and see displays on June 22nd to 24th 
on the Olympic theme: ‘Carrying the Torch’.  
Different aspects of the Olympic movement’s 
values and heritage will be reflected, to create a 
colourful and enjoyable show. Everyone is 
welcome. Refreshments will be available in The 
Canterbury Room. 

  Jenny Boyd 

 
 

The United Benefice 
 

 Piano recital by Czech pianist, Tomas Klement 
in St Thomas' Church, Wednesday 16th May 
     This young student was invited to play the programme 
prepared for his Master's Degree at the Royal Academy of 
Music. It was the first time that the Trustees of the Goring 
Community Piano Project had arranged a lunchtime recital.  It 
proved to be an outstanding success, with a large and attentive 
audience hearing a virtuoso performance of three well-
contrasted works.  Tomas opened his programme with Ravel's 
beautiful Sonatine, followed by Beethoven's "Appassionata" 
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sonata, which proved to be a real tour-de-force, concluding 
with Debussy's Preludes Book 1.  These three pieces really 
showed his range of tone-colour and imagination. 
      The audience enjoyed meeting Tomas afterwards over 
coffee in the Canterbury Room and the retiring collection, after 
expenses, yielded £111 for St Thomas' Tower Fund. 

 Joan Fountain 

 Calling all carers 
     The next carers’ meetings will be on Thurs 21 
June with Delia Wells, a nurse who helps people 
suffering from Parkinson's disease.         

  Pat Nias 
 

 New home course begins September 2012   
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     This six-part course is open to everyone – if you want to 
know more about faith, or you are sceptical, or even if you are 
Christian but you want to know more. You will have an 
opportunity to explore Jesus’ life and consider his significance 
for today.  John Dickson’s coursework material and DVD are 
based on the Gospel of Luke.  Dickson is a Senior Research 
Fellow of the Dept of Ancient History, Macquarie University in 
Sydney as well as co-directing an independent organisation 
that promotes public understanding of the Christian Faith. 
     The sessions will be held every alternate Tuesday 
evening from mid September through to November.  The 
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curate, Rev. Luci Heyn, and Caroline Blamey will co-lead the 
course, which will be held at The Vicarage in Manor Road, 
Goring. Please let either of us know if you wish to come to this 
group, by phoning Luci (871970) or Caroline (873128). 

 Next edition and ‘thank you’ 
     The next edition will be the usual double edition for July & 
August. Please send articles and photos of events you want to 
record, for both these months to me by the 17th June. 
Providing plenty of the Jubilee weekend would be appreciated. 
     The next edition will come out slightly later than usual as I 
will be away until Sunday 24 June.  I would like to thank 
everyone who left items of clothing and toys anonymously on 
our doorstep in response to my request. You have been very 
kind – thank you. We will enjoy giving these to the children in 
Uganda. 

 Caroline Blamey  
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 Monthly green tip:  
     The two commonest problems with making compost 
are that it becomes too wet or too dry. With lots of wet 
grass mowing, add pieces of corrugated cardboard 
boxes, loo roll middles, screwed up paper, fibre egg 
boxes and dry leaves. Avoid coloured inks. 

  Jenny and Tom Worthington  
 

 The Children’s Concert – a new venture 

     All children and their families are invited to this special 
concert (above) which aims to raise children’s awareness of 
music through the fun of hearing and trying out different 
musical instruments.   
     The poems were originally written for the Reading 
Symphony Orchestra which has recorded the Carnival using 
those poems. We are lucky that Dominic Lopez-Real has also 
accepted the invitation to narrate the poems for our concert. 
During the event, I am hoping to organize a space for the 
children to sit near us, near the "stage", where they can see 
better. The first part of the performance will be a presentation 
of the instruments by Stefan Hofkes which should be 
entertaining. Then we will perform the piece, alternating music 
and poems. At the end the children will be invited to come and 
try the instruments and have a little drink and biscuit. I am 
hoping that the whole thing will fit within an hour.  
     Tickets are available from Inspirations shop in The Arcade. 

 Olivia Canolle 
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 Organ recital 
      Come to the above organ recital at St Mary's Church in 
Streatley on Sunday 15 July (Editor’s note & apology: the 
date has been amended. It was incorrect in last month’s 
edition).        
     Christian is one of our 'occasional organists' at St Mary's and 
although he is still in the Sixth Form he is a very talented young 
man! Christian was first introduced to the organ as a chorister 
at Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford. Since then he has played at 
various churches in Reading, Streatley, London and Tonbridge.  
Last summer he received the performance prize at the RCO 
Organ Scholar Experience Course and played the finale for the 
platform concerts of both the RCO course and the Oundle for 
Organists course.  
      This September he will be spending a term as organ scholar 
at St Thomas Fifth Avenue, New York and then two terms as 
Organ Scholar of St Paul’s Cathedral, Melbourne. He also holds 
an organ scholarship to Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge 
for 2013-16. Christian will be performing at Coventry 
Cathedral on 9th July and Winchester Cathedral on 7th August.   
     Tickets can be obtained after church services in St Mary's 

and at Inspirations.     Stella Robinson 

 
 

 Scared of your computer?    Jacob Blamey would 

like to help people individually to work their own 
computer at home: emails, internet, sorting files/photos, 

Excel spreadsheets, Skype etc. 
Available from June to October.  £15 an hour. 

Tel: 873128. 
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 The Liturgical Calendar 

            3 June:    Trinity Sunday        
            10 June:   1st Sunday after Trinity    
            17 June:   2nd Sunday after Trinity    

  24 June:   3rd Sunday after Trinity/Birth of John  
                     the Baptist    

 

Biblical quote:   

      

“Be devoted to one another in love. Honour one 
another above yourselves.”         Romans 12:10 

 
 

 

 

Contact the Vicar, Rev. Mark Blamey                                    
01491 873128 or vicar.thomandmary@gmail.com 

 

Copy deadline for the magazine is 17th of each month. 
Items to: webcontent.thomandmary@gmail.com 

 
To subscribe to this magazine, it costs 50p per hand-held copy 

(10 per year). Contact Caroline Blamey on 873128. 
Alternatively, From the Riverbank is free to view on the  

United Benefice Church website: 
www.st-thomas-goring.org.uk  

www.st-marys-streatley.org.uk  
www.st-andrews-southstoke.org.uk 

 
 

 
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=NIV&search=Romans%2012:10
mailto:vicar.thomandmary@gmail.com
mailto:webcontent.thomandmary@gmail.com
http://www.st-thomas-goring.org.uk/
http://www.st-marys-streatley.org.uk/
http://www.st-andrews-southstoke.org.uk/
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The Diamond Jubilee Prayer 
 

 
 

God of time and eternity, whose Son reigns as servant, 
not master; we give you thanks and praise that you have 

blessed this Nation, the Realms and Territories with 
ELIZABETH 

our beloved and glorious Queen. 
 

In this year of Jubilee, grant her your gifts of love and 
joy and peace as she continues in faithful obedience to 

you, her Lord and God and in devoted service to her lands 
and peoples, and those of the Commonwealth, now and 

all the days of her life;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

 

Amen. 


