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Just before the
beginning of the Easter
holidays on Wednesday
28 March, pupils from
Goring and Streatley
Primary Schools came
together for an Easter
Celebration Day. Both
schools had prepared in
advance artworks
showing the big events
of Easter Week: Jesus'
triumphant arrival in
Jerusalem (Palm Sunday);
the Last Supper; the
Crucifixion on Good
Friday and Jesus'
Resurrection on Easter Sunday, and these giant artworks were
completed on the day.
Some of you may have
seen the results
displayed in both St
Mary's and St Thomas'
over Easter: they looked
great. We also
welcomed Juggling
John who, through his
juggling and escapology
tricks, helped us imagine
what it might have felt
like to have been one of
Jesus' friends during the
events of that week.
I'd like to thank all
who were involved in
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making this day possible, especially the children for their
artistic contributions. Photos of the day were taken for us by
Adrian Turner.
Rev. Luci Heyn

 Pastoral letter
‘all will be made alive in Christ’
1 Corinthians 15: 22
Early on Easter Sunday,
along with sixty other
hardy souls, I climbed to
the top of Lardon Chase to
celebrate Christ’s glorious
resurrection with a simple
Holy Communion shared
with our brothers and sisters from Tilehurst Methodist
Church. It was a special time, not only because of the
beauty of the misty dawn, or the wonderful views from
the top of the hill, or even the peace of the early
morning, but because of the excitement of experiencing
the presence of the risen Christ through our fellowship
with one another and the sharing of the bread and
wine of communion. It was one of those moments
when, as Bishop John Pritchard is fond of saying, ‘it is
good to be here.’
In 1 Corinthians 15, St Paul tells his audience that his
life and ministry has no meaning or purpose without
the resurrection of Christ. That without the resurrection, we might as well ‘eat and drink, for tomorrow we
contd…
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die’ (v. 32). For Paul, it is his own meeting with the
risen Christ (Acts 9:5) that gives him a new purpose. It
is through Christ’s resurrection that he experiences
not only Christ’s love but also is compelled to share
that love, however costly that might be.
Easter offers us a time to celebrate afresh our belief
and hope in the risen Christ. In its aftermath, as we
come down from the hill on Easter morning, we’re also
challenged to find renewed purpose in our lives. How
might our own resurrection faith help us experience
more deeply Christ’s love for us and how might we
play our part in sharing it, without counting the cost?
As I write this letter Anders Behring Breivik is
standing trial in Norway accused of the murder of 77
people last July, 69 of whom were at a youth camp.
The appalling actions of which he is accused are a
reminder of the real presence of evil in our world and
we, as Jesus’ followers, must play our part by standing
alongside all those who suffer as a result. And we
stand in that place not just out of compassion for those
who suffer but because, through Christ’s resurrection,
we share the belief that love can overcome all forms of
evil. Until the time when heaven and earth will
become one, we all have our part to play in reminding
the world that this is the truth.
Rev. Luci Heyn

St Andrew’s Church
 Art Exhibition – ‘Stations of the Cross’
The exhibition at St Andrew's on 5th and 6th April drew
some interesting comments from those who visited:
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'I think the images were fantastic'
'Some I loved but there were some I couldn't understand'
'The more I looked at the images the more I understood them'
'I found it quite hard but the paintings were really unusual in-depth, spiritual'
'It is quite interesting to see Jesus in red'
'The Stations need to be looked at as a whole.
This is the journey of the Lamb of God'
'Amazing pictures. The images brought home
so much the suffering of Christ but also the
©Robin Stemp
hope: an amazing juxtaposition. I think
when you saw the eyes of Jesus, when you first entered the
church, He was looking straight at you – the way someone
might look at you when they are suffering but they do not
burden you with it. You simply feel privileged to be a part of
it'.

 Come to the South Stoke May Fayre – Mon 7 May

Crafts & plants, BBQ, beer tent,
raffle, refreshments, fun rides for
children, maypole and Morris
dancing, Goring & Streatley Concert Band and Stu Weetman.
Come and support the big, annual, fund-raising event for South
Stoke primary school and the village.
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 Family Communion service for Pentecost at
4.00pm at St Andrew’s on Sun 27 May
You are warmly invited to bring your family to
an afternoon service at St Andrew's. Refreshments
are provided after the service. (Special family services are held
four times a year at South Stoke – the next one being Sunday 23
September at 10.30am).

 St Andrew's Prayer Group
This new monthly prayer group will meet
every first Tuesday of the month from 2.003.00pm at St Andrew’s Church.
The group will meet to pray for the St Andrew's
development appeal; for the local community and
for those who are ill or in need. Prayers will
follow an established pattern but be informal in nature.
Everyone is welcome at the first meeting on Tuesday 5 June.

Sally Baker

 The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee weekend
Many activities are happening in South Stoke
over the weekend. On Saturday 2 June, the
South Stoke Bell Ringers will open the church
tower for the afternoon for people to view from
the top and there will be tea and cake
refreshments in church. On Sunday 3 June, you
are invited to join the South Stoke Ramblers for the traditional
‘Beating the Bounds’ walk. It will start at the church in the
morning, followed by brunch. More information in the South
Stoke newsletter: www.southstoke.org.uk/newsletters.php
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St Mary’s Church

 Easter at St Mary’s
Once again, Easter week at St Mary’s was marked by varied,
moving and beautiful acts of worship. Commencing, as is
customary, with the Palm Sunday procession from the church
to The Bull crossroads for hymn singing, there followed, during
the week, Compline services and a truly moving account in
dramatic form of the events leading up to the crucifixion, in the
Middle Hour on Good Friday.

On Easter Eve, the Easter vigil was held by candle light after
the Paschal candle had been lit by Rev. Mark Blamey from the
brazier outside the church – see picture. One suspects that
perhaps members of the congregation may not be aware of this
lovely service and they should certainly put it their diaries and
attend next year. The floral decoration in St Mary’s was, once
again, simply outstanding for this and the Easter Day services.
Sunday was exceptionally busy with the sunrise service on
Streatley Hill at 6.00, entertaining our fellow worshippers from
outside the parish from said service for hot sandwiches and
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coffee (with thanks to all who made this possible, especially
Alison and John Gray), 8.00am BCP Communion, Easter Parish
Communion and worship at the lock.
It was a wonderful celebration of the most important week
in our Christian calendar. Our thanks go
to the clergy team, the choir and the
floral decoration team, all of whom put so
much effort into making this possible. I
must also remark upon the excellent
work that was created by the
schoolchildren at their Easter
Celebration day who, so beautifully
decorated the columns at St Mary's for
Easter.
Derrick Lello

 St Mary’s in ‘From the River Bank’
Although I am stepping down as Churchwarden, I am not proposing to depart from
church life! Subject to PCC approval, I will
continue to manage the quinquennial repairs
through to completion, attend the Deanery
Synod, perform the role of altar server as and
when required and finally continue as
correspondent for St Mary’s to FTRB.
I would hasten to add that my intention in this last respect is
to act as a conduit for articles from members of the
congregation and parishioners for publication in the magazine
– not to be the sole contributor. FTRB is your magazine and I’m
sure many of you have some very interesting things to say. If
you wish to see material regularly published about St Mary’s in
its pages then it’s up to you!
Derrick Lello
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 Hiring of St Mary’s Church, Streatley
St Mary's Church is available as a
beautiful venue for concerts
(suitable for audiences of around
150 people). Hire charges are £25
per hour for non-charitable events
or, for charitable events, £25 for
the first two hours, reduced to £15

per hour thereafter.
If you are interested in hiring St Mary's for a concert, please
contact me at StMarysConcerts@hotmail.co.uk or speak to me
after St Mary's church services (I am in the church choir).

Stella Robinson

St Thomas of Canterbury Church
 Flower Festival ‘Carrying the Torch’ – June 22nd - 24th
Over two years ago, with the reordering of St
Thomas’ Church complete, we staged a flower
festival entitled ‘For the Beauty of the Earth’.
In 2012 our theme, in anticipation of the
Olympics, is to be ‘Carrying the Torch’. Come and
see displays which take into account some of the
different aspects of the Olympic movement’s
values and heritage. Flower arrangers for the Goring Gap are
gathering together to create a colourful and enjoyable show.
Refreshments will be available in The Canterbury Room.
Jenny Boyd

 Kamuli Mission Hospital
Kamuli Mission Hospital is a new addition this year to our
list of on-going charitable giving at St Thomas’. On Sunday 10
9

June at 10.00am, Dr Jim
McWhirter will come to talk to
the St Thomas congregation
about the hospital.
Dr Jim McWhirter is a retired
family doctor from South Oxfordshire. On retirement, he joined
Rotary and volunteered to join an organisation called Rotary
Bank Doctor. He says that his working visit to the Kamuli
Mission Hospital in Uganda was a real shock. A hospital with
only two doctors and 160 beds caters for 750,000 people. Since
then, Dr McWhirter has extended his work to include other
mission hospitals serving the rural poor of Uganda.
When I listened to his talk given to the Goring Gap U3A, a
member of the audience said words to the effect, "Well, we
grumble about the NHS, but we have nothing to complain about,
in comparison with conditions in the Kamuli Mission Hospital".
Dr McWhirter`s talk to us will be of great interest, as will the
showing of a DVD about the hospital, which will take place in
The Canterbury Room. Do come and be inspired to contribute
generously to the excellent work being done for this mission
hospital.
Pat Nias

 Treasurer, Don Shrimpton, has not received many
payments yet for this year’s hand-held copies of
From the Riverbank (£5 per year). Please would you
pay him this month to ensure this is a cost-neutral
exercise for St Thomas’. Thank you.

 Charitable Giving at St Thomas’: Sunday 27 May
As most will know, Open Doors is an international mission
serving the persecuted church worldwide with Bibles, training,
scripture-based literacy programmes, livelihood support,
advocacy services, letters and prayer.
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Last year, many of
us added our
signatures to 400,000
others from over 70
countries in a successful petition to the UN in favour of
freedom of religion. That freedom is currently under serious
threat in Egypt, where the so-called Arab spring has led to
nearly a year of attacks on Christian churches of all
denominations by Muslim extremists. But as Easter had just
reminded us, we have a God who delights to achieve His
purposes despite human violence and injustice. In Egypt the
persecution has united previously divided Christians in a great
wave of protest and prayer and we are urged to support their
cry for freedom in every way we can. One small way to do this
will be to give generously to the collection for Open Doors on
May 27. And of course please keep praying.
Garry Alder

The United Benefice


Christian Aid Week takes place this month
from 13th to 19th May
Christian Aid currently works through 507
partner organisations in 47 countries in the
developing world to help people trapped in
poverty. During Christian Aid Week, 15,000 churches
across the UK will organise house-to-house collections and
events to raise funds to enable organisations to carry out
their work transforming communities. Our donations will
be multiplied many times over as many small actions come
together to make a huge change and the possibility of hope and
life in parts of the world where mere survival can be a struggle.
11

In our United Benefice the following events are planned. Do
please support as many of them as you can:
 Coffee Morning: Saturday 12 May, 10.00am – 12 noon
in Goring Free Church Hall. Homemade cakes, produce
and books , together with a wide range of Fairtrade
products will be on sale. Offers of cakes would be
gratefully received. Further details from Ann Moody
(tel 873598) or Wendy Middleton (tel 875435)
 Christian Aid service: Sunday 13 May, 5.00pm at St
Mary’s Church, Streatley. Everyone is welcome to this
special service to mark Christian Aid week, which will
include a short film about the people of Gbap (below)
 Bread and Soup Lunch: you are invited to a delicious
bread and soup lunch on Tuesday 15 May, 12 noon –
2.00pm at Oriel House, Thames Road, Goring
 A house-to-house collection will take place. Please
contact Wendy Middleton (tel 875435) if you could help
with this. We always need more collectors to ensure
that everyone in our villages gets an envelope.
Be a part of Christian Aid Week this year: if, together, we
take small actions we can give people the tools to make big
change happen. Thank you for your support.
£6.50 could buy a set of four hand tools for a farmer.
£50 could pay for advocacy training for two young people in
a Kenyan slum, equipping them with the tools they need to
pressure their government to provide essential services.
£123 could buy a reclaimed aluminium greenhouse for
women working on market gardening projects in Tajikistan,
providing a vital tool for growing vegetables in a harsh climate
experiencing extremes of hot and cold.
STOP PRESS
It has just been announced that the UK Department for
International Development has agreed to match the first £5
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million of money raised by supporters, pound for pound, this
Christian Aid Week. This extra income will allow Christian Aid
to increase their work with some of the poorest communities
around the world – let it inspire us to do all we can to help too.
~~~~~~
Sierra Leone children outside the
school in Gbap
Image credit: Christian
Aid/Heidi Bradner

These children
are outside the
community’s former
school in Gbap.
With huge cracks in its walls, precariously hanging rafters
and termite-ravaged desks, the school was regarded by
many parents as a death trap. Some refused to send their
children there.
Christian Aid partner, the Methodist Church of Sierra Leone
(MCSL), helped the village development committee to lobby for
better facilities for the pupils. A new school opened during the
school year, complete with kitchens and toilets.
Christian Aid Week this year tells the story of this
community in Sierra Leone that has seen remarkable change.
Tenneh Keimbay’s life as a farmer was turned around when
MCSL started to work in her town, distributing tools and
teaching farmers simple food production techniques. She talks
enthusiastically about the difference this has made: ‘Now the
children eat two meals all year round, whereas before it was
one. They are growing well; they don’t cry around me
because of hunger. They are happy to go to school because
something is in their stomach.’
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The benefits of regular food speak for themselves but the
effects of the food production group have been more wideranging than this. Tenneh speaks of the huge difference
working in a group has made to her. Acting together, the
farmers can share their skills and work more efficiently. As she
tells us, the bottom line is that ‘the group work provides more
food’.
Now that they are no longer limited by hunger, the people of
Gbap (pronounced Bap) have come together and successfully
lobbied for a new school and an agricultural work centre for
the community. The people of Gbap have taken their future
into their own hands.
Wendy Middleton

 Deton8! - An Easter Journey
On Good Friday, the
Deton8! team invited us all on
an Easter Journey through the
events of Holy Week. We were
all drawn into the story, thanks
to Mary Scriven's wonderful
script and a team of talented
storytellers. Having visited
four storytelling stations, each
with its own props to help us
imagine what it might have felt
like to have been part of the
incredible story of Easter, the
children made their own
Easter gardens and we all
enjoyed hot cross buns, nest

cakes and Easter biscuits.
A big thank you to the Deton8! team and for all who became
part of the story that day.
Rev. Luci Heyn
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 Lunchtime piano recital
Come to the recital given by the young Czech
pianist, Tomas Klement, at St Thomas' Church,
Goring on Wednesday 16 May at 1.00pm.
Tomas is currently studying for his Master of Arts degree at
the Royal Academy of Music, where he is a recipient of the
Sterndale Bennett Scholarship to study with Ian Fountain. He
will play an exciting and attractive programme of music by
Ravel, Debussy and Rachmaninov, which will last
approximately 1 hour.
The recital is free and no tickets are required, but there will
be a retiring collection towards expenses and St Thomas'
Tower Appeal.
Please come along and support this talented young pianist
who will, of course, be playing the new Community Grand
Piano. For further information contact me on 873341.
Joan Fountain

 Words of Encouragement

The first meeting of the letter-writing group met
in March and we sent a total of 16 short letters to
Christians in several countries who are suffering
because of their faith. Thank you to all those who attended.
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 9 May in the
Canterbury Room from 10.00 to 11.00am. Do join us if you
can and bring a friend! Together we can make a difference.
Judith Aguda

 United Benefice half day workshop
Saturday 9 June is a United Benefice half day session to
discuss the subject of ’Vision’. It’s from 10.30am to 2.00pm in
The Canterbury Room with a bring and share lunch. Everyone
is welcome.
Rev. Mark Blamey, Vicar
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 Piano recital in aid of cancer charities
Woodcote resident,
Clare Mayo, and
Checkendon piano
teacher, Mary Daniels, are
performing a classical piano recital
at St Thomas’ Church in Goring on Saturday 26 May at 7.00pm.
Clare and Mary will be playing pieces from a variety of
composers including Chopin, Brahms and Debussy.
Tickets are available to buy in advance or on the door for a
suggested donation of £5 to include a glass of wine or soft
drink. All money raised will be split between Myeloma UK and
Cancer Research. Myeloma, also known as multiple myeloma, is
a cancer arising from plasma cells which are found in the bone
marrow. Patients have benefited from recent new treatments
and research is ongoing for even more effective drugs.
Call Mary (682169) or Clare (681346) to buy in advance.

 Organ recital
Come to an organ recital at St Mary's
Church in Streatley by Christian Haigh
on Sunday 15 July (note the change of
date) at 7.30pm including works by
Bach, Gibbons, Howells, Einzug and
Walton.
Christian is one of our 'occasional
organists' at St Mary's and although he
is still in the Sixth Form he is a very
talented young man! Christian was first introduced to the
organ as a chorister at Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford. Since
then he has played at various churches in Reading, Streatley,
London and Tonbridge. Last summer he received the
performance prize at the RCO Organ Scholar Experience
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Course and played the finale for the platform concerts of both
the RCO course and the Oundle for Organists course.
This September he will be spending a term as organ scholar
at St Thomas Fifth Avenue, New York and then two terms as
Organ Scholar of St Paul’s Cathedral, Melbourne. He also holds
an organ scholarship to Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge
for 2013-16. Christian will be performing at Coventry
Cathedral on 9th July and Winchester Cathedral on 7th August.
A sample of Christian’s playing can be heard at:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v
=m7W9PV97ZKc
Stella Robinson

 Calling all carers
Twelve carers gathered together in the Goring
Community Centre`s dining room on Thursday 19
April to hear Fiona McPherson tell us about her
work. Fiona is employed by Age UK and Oxford
Carers, supporting carers living anywhere in South Oxfordshire
& Vale of the White Horse District Council areas. Her work
covers many aspects and South & Vale Carers’ Centre has
become a one-stop-shop for pointing carers in the right
direction towards the help they might need and for giving oneto-one advice.
The next carers’ meetings will take place on:
Thurs 21 June with Delia Wells, a Parkinson's nurse
Thurs 16 August with Julia Beasley, Practice Manager from
Red Cross Road surgery
Thurs 18 October with Rachel Niblock, Manager of the
National Dementia Information's Services.
All carers are invited to come to these meetings.
Pat Nias
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 Singing opportunities
Thank you to everyone who sang in one or more of the
Compline services over Holy Week. I think by the end we were
all feeling more confident about what we were meant to sing
where! If you would like to sing in another Compline service,
there is another one planned for Sunday 2 December at
4.00pm at St Thomas', Goring.
While you have your diary out, there are other dates for you:
Sunday 3 June at 11.00am, Jubilee Praise service will
be held outside in the Rectory Gardens. All singers are
welcome to swell the choir, which will be made up of
the United Benefice singers; singers from the Free
Church and the Catholic Church. Goring and Streatley
Concert Band will accompany us.
Monday 4 June, a large choir is required for 'Last night
of the Proms' concert in Streatley Meadows. More
details later.
Sunday 1 July at 4.00pm, there is a Come and Sing
Choral Evensong at St Thomas'.
Please contact me (872020) if you would like to sing at any
of these events.
Elizabeth Parkinson

Scared of your computer? Jacob Blamey would
like to help people individually to work their own
computer at home: emails, internet, sorting files/photos,
Excel spreadsheets, Skype etc.
Available from June to October. £15 an hour.
Tel: 873128.
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 Working in Uganda: a partnership project
through the Royal Berkshire Hospital
Does anyone have
any nearly new clothes
or toys that we could
take out to Uganda for
the orphans? As many
of you know, a group of
us will be working in a
Christian mission
hospital in Kisiizi,
Uganda in June this year.
Near the hospital is an
orphanage which apparently has
Photo from Ian and Hanna
Spillman’s blog 2011:
little to give the children.
http://spillmanuganda.blogspot.
Please drop any items you have
co.uk/2011/08/gloria.html
into The Vicarage in Manor Road,
Goring, RG8 9DR – before Friday 8 June. We need crayons,
colouring books, balls, soaps, knitted items, light-weight toys,
clothes, baby sheets & blankets, skipping ropes, bubble wrap
for wrapping premature babies etc… We would also like to take
reading glasses for adults. Your prayers for this trip would also
be very welcome. Thank you.
Caroline Blamey

 The Liturgical Calendar
6 May:
13 May:
17 May:
20 May:
27 May:

Easter 4
Rogation Sunday/Christian Aid Week
Ascension Day
Sunday after Ascension
Pentecost
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Monthly green tip: ‘Time to plant runner beans!
Save the inner cardboard tubes from your toilet rolls and
place several in a tall pot. Fill in and around the tubes with
compost and plant a bean in each tube. When ready to plant
out, plant the whole tube in the ground. In this way you
will avoid disturbing the beans' roots.’
Jenny and Tom Worthington

Biblical quote:
‘I pray that your love will overflow more and more, and
that you will keep on growing in knowledge and
understanding. For I want you to understand what really
matters, so that you may live pure and blameless lives until
the day of Christ’s return.’
Philippians 1 verses 9-10

Contact the Vicar, Rev. Mark Blamey
01491 873128 or
vicar.thomandmary@gmail.com
United Benefice church website:
www.st-thomas-goring.org.uk
www.st-marys-streatley.org.uk
www.st-andrews-southstoke.org.uk
Copy deadline for From the Riverbank is the 17th of
each month: webcontent.thomandmary@gmail.com
To subscribe to this magazine, it costs 50p per hand-held
copy (10 per year) – contact Caroline Blamey on 873128.
Alternatively this magazine is free to view on the UB church
website (see above) under ‘From the Riverbank’.
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