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St Andrew’s Church
 An English Love Story
Matt Hopwood is coming to St
Andrew’s on Wednesday 18 April at
7.00pm. Matt is the son of a Methodist
Minister. He is currently working on a
project entitled, ‘An English Love Story,’
by which he means to assemble a collection of English love
stories from across the countryside. This sees him journeying
on foot through England’s counties in the style of a troubadour;
sharing his music, his own love story and hearing other
people’s love stories in return. It is a journey of exploration,
sharing and communication which has been a profound
experience already for him.
This year he has travelled along the South Downs Way,
performing in Winchester, Oving, Amberley, Storrington,
Steyning, Firle, Alfriston and Eastbourne. These performances
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and conversations occur in chapels, homes and various
meeting places along the way. He travels light: a rucksack,
guitar, sleeping bag and tea bags. He stays in homes,
churches or out in the open. In April, his journey continues
along The Ridgeway.
He has chosen to perform for us all in South Stoke Church
for an hour. Tickets are £5 on the door. Refreshments will be
provided afterwards.
Come and listen to him on the 18th and contribute your
own love story if you would like to share yours.

 St Andrew’s Church Development Appeal
The church in South Stoke is the
largest public building in South Stoke.
As well as offering a focus for
Christian worship, it has hosted
numerous village events over the
years, such as, music concerts, village
sing-alongs, flower festivals,
Wednesday coffee mornings and
weekly assemblies for the Primary
School next door.
For St Andrew’s to continue to
welcome everyone and to develop a
programme of shows and activities in the future, the time has
come to improve its facilities. The proposed improvements
include:
 the re-ordering of the vestry to include the installation
of a toilet for the disabled
 the creation of a purpose-built servery
 an increase in the size of the flexible seating area at the
back of church.
Estimates suggest this will cost approximately £75,000.
Various grant-giving bodies are being approached but this
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project will depend on the generous support of the village and
beyond. It is hoped that work can begin early in 2014.
If you would like to make a donation to the appeal, please
contact the chair of the Development Committee, Michael
Codner via St Andrew’s Church or, if it is easier, via
webcontent.thomandmary@gmail.com (the web editor).

 St Andrew's Prayer Group
A new, monthly prayer group meeting
is being organized, details of which will be
announced in next month’s edition.
The group is being established to
undergird the St Andrew's development
appeal; to pray for the local community
and for those known to us who are ill or
in need. Prayers will follow an
established pattern but be informal in
nature. Everyone is welcome.

Sally Baker

 Art Exhibition – ‘Stations of the Cross’
Don’t forget the art exhibition at St Andrew's on
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, 5th & 6th
April, from 10.00am to 4.00pm.

Sally Baker
©Robin Stemp
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 Some thoughts from your Associate Priest
Christ is risen,
He is risen indeed!
For Mary, in the garden
on Easter morning, seeing
the risen Jesus must have
been as the dictionary
describes vision: ‘an
experience of seeing
something in a dream or trance or as a supernatural
apparition’. We know it was real enough: ‘Christ is
risen, He is risen indeed’. But how do we share this
glorious Easter message with the world around us?
Vision must be held foremost in our minds if we are
to have the enthusiasm and courage to spread the
Christian faith and to ‘grow’ the churches within our
Benefice: to see them as gardens well tended, where
individuals are firmly rooted and can grow and flourish
in faith and fellowship. To use a Cursillo phrase, to
‘blossom where they are planted’ and, in blossoming, so
attract others to the root of that blooming: Jesus Christ,
the risen one.
Other dictionary definitions of vision include, ‘a
mental image of what the future will or could be like’
and ‘the ability to think about or plan the future with
imagination or wisdom’.
contd…
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Each of us needs to ask ourselves, what is the
mental image we have of what the future will be, or
could be, for our church? Does it fill us with hope or
horror? Are we each prepared to think about and plan
the future of our church with imagination and wisdom
or do we leave it to a few and hope for the best!
Every baptised member of our worshipping
community has an obligation to share the good news of
the risen Christ, and each and everyone in our
congregations has a God-given gift to use in bringing
about the vision that I hope we all have of vibrant,
growing congregations, churches bursting at the seams
and doors wide open to the world around us.
But before we can shout with joy that, ‘Christ is risen,
He is risen indeed’, there are the dark days of Holy
Week, the hard work and despondency of Christ’s
passion and the cross. We must hold fast to our vision
for our churches while knowing it will not always be
easy. Difficult decisions will be made and hard work will
be undertaken. Jesus walked to the cross alone. We
have each other and we have the knowledge that if we
undergird all we do with prayer, in the name of Jesus,
the risen one, He is with us and we will bring our vision
for the churches of our Benefice to fruition. These, then,
will be Easter gardens where we share the work and
love of Jesus and we can shout for joy, Christ is risen, He
is risen indeed.
Rev. Liz Dowding
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St Thomas of Canterbury Church
 Easter flowers
A lily donated in memory of a relative or friend is a tangible
and lovely way of expressing your
affection. Our lovely church filled with
scent and the beauty of flowers will
bring pleasure to us all at this joyful
time.
If you would like to donate a lily,
please do get in touch with me 872109.
The flower arrangers will be getting
to work on Easter Saturday from
10.00am. Do join us; many hands make
light work! If you have daffodils or
greenery to spare, it would be very welcome.
Jenny Boyd

 Poetry and supper by candlelight
It was St Patrick’s Day and there were
shamrocks, green tablecloths and
flickering candles to welcome the guests.
The occasion was an evening of poetry
readings with supper put on to raise funds
for a flower festival later this year.
St Thomas’ Flower Arrangers served a
simple but delicious meal interspersed
with readings, and contrived to create a
warm and congenial atmosphere.
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The poems took the
listener through the
different stages of life
from a baby’s shocked
arrival in the world up to
mature older age.
Humorous, romantic,
thoughtful, whatever the
content, all the poems
were beautifully
For the smooth running of the kitchen:
prepared by our many
Billie Richards, Prue Morton & Lynda Bates
readers and gave
delight and pleasure to the audience. The evening concluded
with pre-prepared limerick contributions on a very cheerful
note!
Here is a sample of just two of them:
1. The church of St Thomas at Goring,
with its handsome new benches and flooring,
needs cash in a shower
to pay for the tower,
now in need of substantial restoring.
2. There was a young lady called Pound
who to the piano would bound,
in church and in hall
she entertained all,
with a sweetly melodious sound.

St Thomas Flower Arrangers would like to thank everyone
for their generous contributions, which raised £938. The
Flower Festival, which will be held on June 22nd–24th, is
entitled ‘Carrying the Torch’ and it will raise much-needed
funds for the repair of the church tower.
Jenny Boyd
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 Charitable Giving at St Thomas’:
15 April: The dreams of many
seriously ill children from all
over the country are fulfilled by
Starlight, such as, spending a day
with the army, meeting a favourite celebrity, or swimming with
dolphins. Starlight brings fun into children’s wards and
hospices, too, with games and entertainment. ‘Distraction’
boxes with toys and puzzles will help to take a child’s mind off
painful treatment. Please give generously to this locally based
charity which relies entirely on donations to continue to
brighten the lives of so many children.
Norma Bryant

Monthly green tip: as the hosepipe ban looks set
to come into effect soon, try saving your washing up
water for your garden flowers. They don’t mind
washing up liquid at all. Of course, you’ll need to cool
your bowl of soap suds down in, say, a watering can.
.
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St Mary’s Church

9

Easter Services across the United Benefice
Sunday 1 April - Palm Sunday
St Thomas’, Goring
10.00 Family Service:
‘We have a king who rides a donkey’
St Mary’s, Streatley
10.30 Parish
Communion with Palm Procession
St Andrew’s, South Stoke

10.30 Holy Communion, Book of
Common Prayer

St Thomas’, Goring

16.00 Evensong including the
reading of the Passion story

Monday 2 April
St Thomas’, Goring

19.30 Sung United Benefice (UB)
Compline*

Tuesday 3 April
St Mary’s, Streatley

19.30 Sung UB Compline

Wednesday 4 April
St Thomas’, Goring
19.30 Explore the meaning of
the crucifixion and resurrection with DVD & discussion (see below
under the United Benefice section)
21.00 Said UB Compline

Thursday 5 April – Maundy Thursday
St Andrew’s, South Stoke

10.00-16.00
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‘Stations of the Cross’

Digital art image exhibition
St Mary’s, Streatley

19.30 UB Holy Communion and
Easter Vigil, including foot
washing

Friday 6 April – Good Friday
St Andrew’s, South Stoke

10.00-16.00
‘Stations of the Cross’
Digital art exhibition

St Thomas’, Goring

10.00 Deton8! UB children’s
Easter event – families welcome for
storytelling of Holy Week, creating your
own Easter gardens followed by eating
hot cross buns

St Andrew’s, South Stoke

12.00 The First Hour **

St Mary’s, Streatley

13.00 The Second Hour

St Thomas’, Goring

14.00 The Last Hour, including
Maunder’s Penitence, Peace and Pardon
Cantata

Goring Lock

15.10 UB Good Friday Witness

St Andrew’s, South Stoke

19.30 Sung UB Compline

Saturday 7 April – Easter Eve
St Mary’s, Streatley
19.30 UB Easter Vigil – Everyone is
invited. Generally this service is known as the first official celebration of
Easter. Historically, each day began at sunset, which means that Easter
begins on Easter Eve. The Easter Vigil is divided into four parts:
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Firstly, comes the Service of the Light, in which the Easter Candle
is lit from a bonfire outside St Mary’s Church, and is carried inside
where the Easter Blessing, known as the 'Exsultet,' is sung or said
Secondly, selections of Bible readings follow, which focus on the
mighty works of God in creation and stories of the liberation of
God's people
Thirdly, the renewing of baptismal vows, recalling a time in the
early church when candidates were brought forward for baptism
and confirmation at Easter, having received instruction through
Lent
Finally, the first Eucharist of Easter is celebrated.

Sunday 8 April – Easter Day
Lardon Chase, Streatley
06.00
UB Daybreak Eucharist followed
by bacon roll breakfast in the
Morrell Room, Streatley
St Mary’s, Streatley

08.00 UB Holy Communion,
Book of Common Prayer

St Thomas’, Goring

10.00 Parish Communion for
Easter Day

St Mary’s, Streatley

10.30 Parish Communion for
Easter Day

St Andrew’s, South Stoke

10.30 Holy Communion for Easter
Day, Book of Common
Prayer
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* Compline is based on the last monastic service of the day, traditionally
followed by entering into The Greater Silence which would be kept
throughout the night. The service can be said or sung.
** First, Second and Last Hours – each service provides readings,
reflections and times of silence marking the three hours in which Jesus’
suffered on the cross.
Rev. Luci Heyn

The United Benefice
 The Crucifixion and the Resurrection: A DVD
and discussion evening
This event is being held on Wednesday 4 April at
7.30pm in the Canterbury Room, St Thomas’ Church in
Goring. Using excerpts from Dr John Dickson’s DVD,
‘Life of Jesus’, we’ll be exploring together two key events of
Holy Week:
1) ‘Cross Examination’ – looking at the political causes of
Jesus’ crucifixion, and the meaning that Jesus and the
early Christians attached to this
2) ‘The Resurrection’ – assessing why the resurrection is
still taken seriously by historians and how the event
changed the world.
Dr John Dickson is a co-director of the Centre of Public
Christianity and a Senior Fellow of the Department of Ancient
History, Macquarie University in Sydney. He is a popular
speaker and author of numerous books.
All are welcome and refreshments will be served. For those
wishing to stay, the short, night service of Compline will follow
in the church at 9.00pm.

 Christian Aid Week 2012
Christian Aid Week will take place from 13 –
19 May. Christian Aid works to bring an end to
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poverty around the world, giving communities the tools and
the skills to find their own solutions to poverty. Around 15,000
churches across Britain and Ireland organise collections and
events to raise funds. It is good to be part of that. If, together,
we take small actions we can give people the tools to make big
change happen.
In our Benefice we will be holding a special service to mark
the beginning of Christian Aid Week on Sunday 13 May at
5.00pm at St Mary’s Church, Streatley. Everyone is very
welcome. We will be celebrating the work of a Christian Aid
partner in Sierra Leone.
We will also be having a house-to-house collection in our
villages. If anyone could help by delivering envelopes and then
collecting them a few days later, please telephone me on
875435 – I would be delighted to hear from you.
There will be more details of Christian Aid Week events next
month.
Wendy Middleton

 Words of Encouragement
The first meeting of the Letter Writing Group went
well last month. Judith Aguda leads the group and has
arranged the following sessions to be every two months,
and Wednesday seems a good day for most people. The next ones
will be on Weds 6 May, 11 July, 12 September and 14 November
in the Canterbury Room from 10.00 to 11.00am. Come and write
letters to persecuted Christians across the world.
This group is linked with the charity, 'Open Doors UK', which
provides Bibles, Christian literature, training and practical support
to the persecuted church worldwide. It is the world's largest
outreach to persecuted Christians, working in the most high-risk
places.



Spring 2013 production: Wouldn’t it be Loverly!

The Goring Gap Players intend to stage My Fair Lady next
year, based on George Bernard Shaw’s play Pygmalion and the
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Broadway hit in 1956 starring Julie Andrews and Rex Harrison.
More recently the National Theatre staged a brilliant revival in
2001.
This production will be a dramatic/choral collaboration
between Goring Gap Players and the United Benefice Choir (the
combined choirs of Goring, Streatley and South Stoke
churches). It will take place in St Thomas’ Church, building on
the success of the previous joint productions in church: Saints
and Sinners (2009) and A Christmas Carol (2010). The
production will be directed by Ivor Coleman. Elizabeth
Parkinson and Janet Pound will lead the music. Performance
dates will be Friday 8 March 2013 (evening) and Saturday 9
March 2013 (matinee and evening).
In addition to the two principal characters, Henry Higgins
and Eliza Doolittle, the main roles include Eliza’s father, Alfred
Doolittle; Higgins’s friend, Colonel Pickering, and Eliza’s
admirer, Freddie Eynsford-Hill. There are a number of other
smaller roles for both men and women. This will be a much
more integrated collaboration than our previous drama/choir
ventures. The United Benefice Choir, augmented with extra
voices, will perform the show’s hit songs for the production.
Actors will have an opportunity to use their singing skills,
introducing and leading numbers where the drama requires,
such as, ‘Wouldn’t it Be Loverly’, ‘Wiv a Little Bit of Luck’, ‘I
Could Have Danced All Night’.
As this is a relatively complex show to put together,
rehearsals will commence in autumn 2012. But overall they
will not be more onerous than usual and will not impinge on
the November production for anyone who wants to do both.
We are keen to cast early so that we can ease the
integration of acting and singing. Accordingly auditions
will take place in April, exact dates to be advised. If you
would like to participate, whether as actor, singer,
musician or supporter, in what promises to be a ground15

breaking production for GGP, then please email me, the
director, at i_f_coleman@tiscali.co.uk
Ivor Coleman

 United Benefice outing to Wintershall on
Thursday 21 June
Tickets are still going spare for this outing. Booking forms
are still available in the churches and at “Inspirations”. Do sign
up as soon as you can. A number of people have expressed
concerns about the practical details of the day: it is worth
speaking with Rev. Luci Heyn (871970) for some reassurance.

 Don’t forget these dates for your diary
Canon Olivia Graham is preaching on Sunday 29
April at 10.30am United Benefice service at St Mary's
Church, Streatley on ‘Discerning God's vision’.
Saturday 9 June is a United Benefice half day meeting, on
the subject of ’Vision’. It’s from 10.30am to 2.00pm in The
Canterbury Room with a bring and share lunch. Everyone is
welcome.
Rev. Mark Blamey, Vicar

 What does being a member of a PCC mean?
In the run up to the Annual Parochial Church meetings this
month, it is worth considering how you might become involved
in the life of your church in the coming year. A Parochial
Church Council member is part of a committee that has
responsibility for ensuring that the things listed below happen:
 Creating a vision for the local church and helping the
church to put this into action: reviewing it regularly
 Developing the life of the local church; especially in these
areas:
 Prayer & worship (seeing that the spiritual needs of all
ages are met)
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is:

Finance
Pastoral care (looking after each other)
Buildings (churches and halls)
Legal (what the law requires)
Mission & evangelism (sharing the faith with all)
Synodical (governing the church)

What sort of person is needed for the job? Someone who
 Committed to prayer and regular worship
 Interested in and involved in the life of the church and
village / community
 Willing to learn and to share ideas, experience and gifts
 Cares about other people
 Can make decisions, having weighed up all sides of a
debate / discussion

A PCC needs thinkers, doers, sceptics, questioners, listeners,
critical friends. Are you one of these? You do not need to be:
× a saint
× a theologian
× or an expert (but a few of these would be marvelous)!
Rev. Mark Blamey, Vicar

 Young Musicians’ Recital
A capacity audience enthusiastically received the Young
Musicians’ recital held in St Thomas’ Church in Goring on 11th
March. The three young musicians were Joseph Blamey on the
piano (Mark and Caroline’s 17 year old son), with Katherine
Pound aged 17 (flute) and Alexander Pound aged 15 (‘cello),
Katherine and Alexander are the grandchildren of Janet Pound,
our well-known local professional pianist. Janet played two
pieces herself, as well as very ably accompanying her
grandchildren.
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Joseph
opened this
interesting
and
ambitious
recital with a
technicallyassured and
musical
performance
of one of
Bach’s ‘48
Preludes and
Fugues’ – no
mean feat for even an experienced pianist. Alexander then gave
a well-controlled account of two movements of a Vivaldi Sonata,
producing a warm, rich sound from his ‘cello. His sister
Katherine followed with a beautifully sensitive performance of
Gluck’s Flute Minuet and Dance of the Blessed Spirits. The first
half ended with the Fantasia in C minor by Mozart, which is
really a prelude to the great C minor Sonata. Janet set the scene
of this piece with her dramatic opening ascending octaves.
The second half began with two stunning performances by
Joseph of a Liszt Consolation and the exciting Rachmaninoff
Prelude in G minor. We then had two ‘cello pieces by Faure and
Reger, a Chopin Piano Study by Janet, and two flute pieces by
Faure and Gossec. Finally, Joseph played three pieces from
Debussy’s ‘Children’s Corner’ suite, finishing with an extremely
lively performance of Golliwog’s Cake Walk.
Following an encore, Joseph thanked everyone for coming
and paid tribute to his piano teacher at Pangbourne College.
It was a delightful afternoon, with these three young people
showing a considerable degree of technical expertise and
musicianship at such a young age.
Joan Fountain
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P.S. I would just like to say a big thank you to everyone who
supported me for my trip to Ecuador. In total, the concert
raised around £850, which will obviously help greatly with my
fundraising. Thank you!
Joseph Blamey

 Calling all Carers
The next two meetings - 19th April and
21st June - will take place in the Community
Centre`s dining room commencing at 11.00am.
It is hoped to make this our regular meeting place.
Everyone is welcome. Any queries, please phone
me on 874227. On Thursday 19 April, Fiona McPherson, the
Outreach Worker from Carers Oxfordshire will be the speaker.
All are welcome.
Pat Nias

 Festival of prayer – Saturday 7 July 2012
The Diocese of Oxford has laid on a special day conference
for those who would like to taste or delve deeper into different
ways of praying. This is a day to explore different aspects of
spirituality and prayer. From 10.00am-5.00pm in Ripon
College, Cuddesdon, Wheatley.
The Bishop of Dorchester, Colin Fletcher, will open the event
and Angela Tilby will be the key note speaker. Angela is a
canon at Christ Church and Ministerial Development adviser
for Oxford Diocese. There will be a number of workshops to
choose from and other prayer activities, bringing together the
interconnectedness of prayer and life. Cost: £24 each. Booking
forms are in each of the United Benefice churches. If possible,
book online at www.brfonline.org.uk/festival-of-prayer/

 The Liturgical Calendar
1 Apr: Palm Sunday
8 Apr: Easter
15 Apr: Easter 1
22 Apr: Easter 2
29 Apr: Easter 3
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Biblical quote:
‘Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the
life. The one who believes in me will live, even
though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in
me will never die. Do you believe this?” ’

John, Chapter 11 verses 25-26

Contact the Vicar, Rev. Mark Blamey
01491 873128 or
vicar.thomandmary@gmail.com
United Benefice church website:
www.st-thomas-goring.org.uk
www.st-marys-streatley.org.uk
www.st-andrews-southstoke.org.uk
Copy deadline for From the Riverbank is the 17th of
each month: webcontent.thomandmary@gmail.com
To subscribe to this magazine, it costs 50p per hand-held
copy (10 per year) – contact Caroline Blamey on 873128.
Alternatively this magazine is free to view on the UB church
website (see above) under ‘From the Riverbank’.
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