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Sunday 24th January                                                                 Epiphany 3 

Welcome to Church 

In this season of Epiphany, we celebrate and ponder 
all that is revealed and shown in Jesus. 
“O God, may your saving light and love shine in us 
and through us, to the world you love.” 
 

Update on services  
Although under the current government guidance 

communal worship is permitted, it has been decided 

that due to the level of COVID infection locally all 

services will be online only for now with a single 

Sunday service at 10am streamed from one of our churches.  

This weekend:   

10:00am   Holy Communion streamed from St Mary’s by Zoom 
The Zoom link for the service is 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82661277602?pwd=cHZiK2hNdFJsanl2WW5POUE

yWUs4UT09 

If you enter Zoom directly: Meeting ID: 826 6127 7602 and Passcode: 038739. 

5pm            Discoverers by Zoom – please contact Ben for a link.  

For those who are not able to join us in church or by Zoom on Sunday 

morning it is our hope that you will be able to take time to stop, find 

a special place, switch off all distractions, light a candle perhaps, and 

join in spirit, and by God’s Spirit worship and be built up together. 

Suggested wording for you to say: 

Photo from Judy Crawford 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82661277602?pwd=cHZiK2hNdFJsanl2WW5POUEyWUs4UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82661277602?pwd=cHZiK2hNdFJsanl2WW5POUEyWUs4UT09
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This is the day which the Lord has made….  

We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

The Lord is here, His Spirit is with us. 

Lord Jesus, lead us as we come before you now. 

The Collect 

Almighty God, 
whose Son revealed in signs and miracles 
the wonder of your saving presence: 
renew your people with your heavenly grace, 
and in all our weakness 
sustain us by your mighty power; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

 

Psalm 128 
1    Blessed are all those who fear the Lord, 
and walk in his ways. 
2    You shall eat the fruit of the toil of your hands; 
it shall go well with you, and happy shall you be. 
3    Your wife within your house 
    shall be like a fruitful vine; 
your children round your table, 
    like fresh olive branches. 
4    Thus shall the one be blest 
who fears the Lord. 
5    The Lord from out of Zion bless you, 
that you may see Jerusalem in prosperity 
    all the days of your life. 
6    May you see your children’s children, 
and may there be peace upon Israel. 

 

Readings     
Our readings today are Gen. 14: 17-20, Psalm 128 and John 2: 1-11.  
Wendy has written a reflection on the reading from John:  
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Last autumn, when the schools were fully open, I saw a wonderful lesson given to 

a class of 6 and 7 year olds. The teacher had a parcel, wrapped in brown paper, 

addressed to the whole class. This caused quite a bit of excitement as you can 

imagine, and after looking at it and feeling it, the children all agreed that it must be 

a book. But, rather than let them open it, what the teacher did next was, very 

carefully, to tear a hole in the wrapping paper, revealing a small part of the 

illustration on the front cover. And from the small pictures and figures they could 

see the children’s imaginations immediately set to work trying to think what kind of 

book this might be…later she tore another small hole…and then another…. 

Last week we had a Bible reading from the first chapter of John’s gospel. Here we 

meet the adult Jesus for the first time and hear his conversation with some of his 

early disciples. Jesus asks them what they are looking for, and when they ask 

where he’s staying Jesus invites them to ‘come and see’. Jesus is the one John 

the Baptist has been pointing to – the ‘Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 

the world’ – the one he’s been calling people to prepare for. But was it true? Was 

he really the Messiah? 

And what John the Evangelist does now in his gospel is to tear a hole in the paper 

(as it were), to let us see a bit more – to tell us about a miracle that Jesus does at 

a wedding in Cana – because in this way Jesus reveals more of himself – he 

reveals his glory – and people start putting their faith in him. 

It’s a lovely and very familiar story. It’s a happy occasion. Jesus, his friends and 

his family have been invited and everyone’s having a good time. Then the wine 

runs out, and this time it’s Mary who points to Jesus. Jesus turns water into wine – 

gallons of it! But why does Jesus do it? And why does John tell us about it? – He’s 

the only gospel writer who does.  

The incident is full of symbols and metaphors. It points to lots of good things. We 

see a picture of life in its fullness, of generosity, of God’s people all together 

celebrating. The good wine is given in abundance – ‘my cup overflows’ as Psalm 

23 puts it. Jesus can change things – the ordinary becomes special with Jesus – 

even water and dirty stone jars – even you – and even me with all my faults. This 

was the first of Jesus’ miraculous signs and his disciples put their faith in him. 

They were starting to build a picture of who Jesus really was. 

But, I can imagine that some of you are thinking this picture doesn’t feel very 

relevant right now. You can’t even get married at the moment except in 

exceptional circumstances, and you certainly can’t have a big party. This is just 

the first sign though. The whole of the first half of John’s gospel is known as the 

‘Book of Signs’, and he carefully sets out a series of seven signs showing us who 

Jesus is and teaching us more about God. So maybe it’s time to tear some more 

holes in the paper on our parcel and see what the other signs reveal because 
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Jesus isn’t just to be found at the party when there’s lots to celebrate and 

everything is going fine. 

In the next sign Jesus is in Cana again, but this time he’s responding to the 

desperate pleas of an official whose son was close to death. Then, we hear of him 

showing his compassion again as he heals a man at the pool of Bethesda in 

Jerusalem. Then there’s the feeding of the 5000 – sharing very little food, 

somehow there was enough for everyone. Walking on water on the lake in a storm 

and telling his disciples to trust and not be afraid when everything seems 

overwhelming; then healing a blind man – giving him his sight, yes, but more 

importantly opening his eyes to who Jesus was. Jesus presence can change 

things – in good times and in difficult times. All these glimpses help us see who 

Jesus is, and tell us more and more about what God is like. Before the seventh 

sign, the raising of Lazarus from the dead, Jesus is deeply moved and weeps 

because his friend has died. This miracle points forward to the greatest sign of all 

– Jesus’ own death and resurrection – when we see the full extent of his glory. 

We are still in the season of Epiphany, when Christ was revealed to the magi. At 

Cana in Galilee more is revealed. We see the generosity of God, abundance 

poured out in wine. We see that it is in God’s character to be generous; to be kind, 

to be merciful. Jesus forgoes the privileges of the divine and comes and lives 

among us – changing the ordinary into something special – dying that we might be 

forgiven – and inviting us to enjoy the fullness of life both now and eternally. 

Hymn 
1 Thou, whose almighty word 
chaos and darkness heard, 
and took their flight; 
hear us, we humbly pray, 
and where the gospel-day 
sheds not its glorious ray, 
let there be light. 
 

3 Holy and blessèd Three, 
glorious Trinity, 
Wisdom, Love, Might; 
boundless as ocean's tide 
rolling in fullest pride, 
through the earth far and wide 
let there be light. 

2 Spirit of truth and love, 
life-giving, holy Dove, 
speed forth thy flight; 
move on the water's face, 
bearing the lamp of grace, 
and in earth's darkest place 
let there be light. 

 

Prayers for this week  

Thank you to Brenda Kerr Muir for this week’s prayers. 
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In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, let us pray to the Father. 

O God, the creator and preserver of all, we pray for people in every kind of need; 

make your ways known on earth, your saving health among all nations... 

 

As the second wave of the pandemic continues to cause illness and death 

throughout the world, we pray for those in authority. We pray for the Queen and 

her ministers. May they show wisdom and justice in their decision-making, seeking 

the common good. We thank you for the vaccines, the advent of which bring hope. 

We pray for all key workers especially those on the front line of clinical care. We 

thank you for their selflessness. We ask that you keep them mentally and physically 

strong at this very challenging time. 

We pray for our school children and students, their parents and teachers as they 

continue remote learning. Give them courage and confidence in their isolation   

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer 

We pray for the good estate of the catholic Church; guide and govern us by your 

good Spirit that all who profess and call themselves Christians may be led into the 

way of truth, and hold the faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of peace and in 

righteousness of life 

We pray for all Christians who suffer persecution. We know that some are being 

blamed for the pandemic and some are being discriminated against for Covid 

support because of their faith. May they know your peace in their hearts 

We pray for our Bishops, Steven and Gavin, our Vicar, Ben and all the Ministry 

Team. Give them wisdom and courage in their decision-making. 

We pray for Steve Poulson and the children and families he cares about. 

We pray for each other that we may be kind to one another 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer 

We commend to your fatherly goodness all those who are any ways afflicted or 

distressed, in mind, body or estate; comfort and relieve them in their need, give 

them patience in their sufferings 

In this Benefice we particularly pray for: Jo Harvey, Peter Phillips, Myrna Anderson 

and Rose, and others we know. 

We also pray for their families and those who care for them 

We give thanks for some improvement in the health of Mary Bulmer, June 

Campbell, Jo More and Melissa Walker 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer 
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We remember those who have gone before us in the peace of Christ, and we give 

you praise for all your faithful ones, with whom we rejoice in the communion of 

saints. In this Benefice we remember Daphne Birt, Doreen Landel, Varenna Allen, 

and Nicholas Lamb and pray for their families and friends in their grief 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer 

Heavenly Father, you have promised through your Son Jesus Christ, that when we 

meet in his name, and pray according to his mind, he will be among us and hear our 

prayer: in your love and mercy fulfil our desires, and give us your greatest gift, 

which is to know you, the only true God, and your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Merciful Father  

Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen.  
 

Options to feed the soul.   
Why not invite a friend to join you?  

We invite you to join a fortnightly group who meet online / by smartphone for 

an hour. Between meetings we will watch a 20 minute video on prayer and 

the depths of the Lord’s Prayer, which we will discuss – talking, listening and 

learning together.  

This is going to replace our Lent Groups this year. Give it a go, sign up. 

If you need help on the tech side we can talk you through step by step over 

the phone or arrange for someone to come to you door and do it for you. 

Homegroups: Starting on February 2nd/4th 
What: The Prayer Course 

When: Leaders: Clive Windebank and Mary Scriven,  

             Alternate Tuesdays, 11:00am-12:00pm 

             Leaders: Simon and Sylvia Merritt,  

             Alternate Thursdays 7:45-8:45pm 

How: Online via zoom 

Sign up online: www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/E645Q2/ 

Or phone Judith Aguda: 01491 871493 or email: judith.aguda@gmail.com 

Ben Phillips, Jo Allen and Judith Aguda 

Compline and cocoa  
On these cold winter nights you are invited to make yourself a hot drink and 

join us on zoom for a daily chat at 8.45pm. We will say Compline (Night 

https://st-marys-streatley.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ca3177d40d871276afa32903&id=6e72e073fe&e=a7e19bd069
mailto:judith.aguda@gmail.com
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Prayer) together at 9pm – a simple gentle service. You 

can find the order of service here. The Bible reading each 

evening will be taken from Luke’s gospel.  

Cocoa and Compline will be every weekday evening 

Monday-Friday.  

If you would like to volunteer to help by leading the 

responses please contact the church office or a member of the ministry team. 

The Zoom link for each evening is  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86845195061?pwd=UmVIU2RUZW5KT1ZIeTFuM1

VHWXZvZz09 

or if you enter Zoom directly: Meeting ID: 868 4519 5061  Passcode: 245518 
 

Food Bank 
The Wallingford Food Bank is again able to take donations of food. They are 

particularly looking for: 

Tinned food 

 Vegetables such as carrots and potatoes, but not beans or tomatoes) 

 Meat 

 Hot Dogs 

 Beans & sausages 

 Ready to eat puddings (e.g. rice pudding)  

Also long grain rice and any ready to eat food needing little preparation. 

Donations can be left in the porch at St Andrew’s or in St Mary’s for Churches 

in Reading Drop in Centre. Monetary donations to Wallingford Food Bank are 

also possible.See http://www.wallingfordfoodbank.org.uk for details. In 

Goring the Q1 Care Hub in the Arcade has a box for donations which they 

distribute to local people in need.  
 

Signs of Hope 
In addition to the snowdrops pictured above which are flowering in the 

churchyard at St Thomas’, we have heard that the daffodil bulbs handed out 

at the Harvest services last year are also growing with green shoots showing. 

They popped up the day a vaccination was given! We look forward to seeing 

them flower in due course.  
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Daily Prayer…  

See below….  Please join in. 

 

Daily readings for the coming week 
Monday am: 
 

Ps 66 Ezek. 3. 22-
end  

Phil. 3. 1-14 pm: Ps 119. 
41-56 

Col. 1.24 – 
2.7 

Tuesday am: 

 
Ps 36 Hos. 4. 1-16 1 Cor. 10. 1-

13 
pm: Ps 145 Matt. 26. 17-

35 

Wednesday 
am:  

Ps 46 Hos. 5. 1-7 1 Cor. 10.14 - 
11.1 

pm: Ps 29 Matt. 26. 36-
46 

Thursday am: 
 

Ps 47 Hos. 5.8 - 
6.6 

1 Cor. 11. 2-
16 

pm: Ps 24 Matt. 26. 47-
56 

Friday am: 
 

Ps 65 Hos. 6.7 – 
7.2 

1 Cor. 11. 17-
end 

pm: Ps 67 Matt. 26. 57-
end 

Saturday am: Ps 68 Hos. ch. 8 1 Cor. 12. 1-
11 

pm: Ps 72 Matt. 27. 1-
10 

 

We are asked to pray this week for those ill with Covid from our churches and 

for Melissa’s ongoing recovery; and Jo Harvey, Peter Phillips, and for Rose; 

and for their families.  

Give thanks for strengthening of June Campbell, Mary Bulmer and Jo More.  
RIP We lift to God the recently departed including Daphne Birt, Doreen Landel 

and Varenna Allen and pray for their family and friends. 

For further information please check www.thomandmary.org.uk 

Diary for this week: 

Tuesday 26th January 

11:00am     Funeral of Daphne Birt at St Thomas’ 

Wednesday 27th January 

10.30am  BCP Holy Communion via Zoom:    

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89470491237?pwd=aG5SVUxPUG85dn

YvQUZRUmNtdGNwUT09 

Meeting ID: 894 7049 1237     Passcode: 385710 

The readings will be Heb. 10. 11-18, Ps. 110, 1-4 and Mark 4. 1-20. 

Sunday 31st January 

10:00am Holy Communion at St Thomas’ 

http://www.thomandmary.org.uk/

